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Portrait of Success 


Important News for Montrealers Thinking 
of Doing an Executive MBA Program! 


The Financial Times of London’s October 20" survey ranked only four Canadian 
EMBA programs among the top 50 Executive MBA programs worldwide: 


¢ Ivey School of Business (Western Ontario) #12 
¢ Rotman School of Business (Toronto) #32 
| ¢ John Molson School of Business (Concordia) #40 
© Queen's University #46 


With close to 20 years of EMBA know-how and a newly-revised curriculum for today’s complex global business 


environment, the John Molson School of Business is clearly your best choice for a world-class EMBA experience 
in Montreal. 


For more information: Please call Lucille Hreha at 848-2424, ext. 2995 or 
Visit our website at http://www.johnmolson.concordia.ca/emba 
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John Molson 
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A Philosophical Dialogue 


Stephanie’s just been accepted to Concordia’s 
suddenly popular philosophy program; Josh 
wants to know why she or anyone would want 
to study philosophy today. Listen in as they 
grapple with the answers 

by Howard Bokser 


Takin’ Care of Business 


With the John Molson MBA and three niche 
MBA programs, Concordia’s John Molson 
School of Business offers students options — 
and top-flight business education 

by Jason Gondziola 


Alumni Profile: The Music Makers 


Meet eight Concordia graduates — on stage, 

at the soundboard, in the director’s chair, in 
the archives and on TV — making sweet noise 
in the world of music 

by Debbie Hum 
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Chewed out! 


knew it was coming. 

After writing the Editor’s Voice for 

the March 2004, issue (“In Praise of 
Thinking”), in which I vilified the idées 
fixes of those on both sides of the political 
spectrum, I braced myself. Sure enough, 
days after the magazine was mailed, the 
darts began to fly in. “Hypocritical,” 
“self-indulgent,” “consider leaving space 
for more enlightening comment” — these 
were just some of the kind words hurled 
at me by alumni (see Letters, p. 4; some 
letters are unrelated to the editorial, in- 
cluding a truly moving one from Global 
TV journalist Mike Armstrong). 

What did surprise me was how some 
readers extracted conclusions from the 
editorial that had little to do with what I 
had actually said. Shadi Shuraida wrote, 
“Mr. Bokser finds it convenient to divide 
the world into two camps... . [including] 
the ‘thinkers’ . . . who of course can justify 
decades of illegal Israeli occupation.” Gio- 
vanna Longhi added, “Not everyone be- 
lieves individuals such as Svend Robinson 
and Noam Chomsky should be disallowed 
to voice their own opinions. . . . | am fur- 
ther appalled that you consider innocent 
victims of Israeli attacks as lesser victims.” 
They would have had every right to malign 
me for writing or implying those things — 
except I didn't, nor would I ever. The fail- 
ure to communicate was mine, I suppose. 

The real question, which I was keenly 
aware of as | was writing the essay, is, 
does such a barbed opinion belong in an 
alumni magazine? (Some letter writers 
obviously think not.) The last thing a 
university alumni publication should do 
is tick alumni off. Our goal is the reverse: 
to have you, our grads, connect to the 
university, feel part of the Concordia 
alumni family, and be motivated to par- 
ticipate in alumni association activities 
and give something back to your alma 
mater. Not to repel you. So what was 
I thinking? 
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Well... this magazine represents a 
university where philosophical and polit- 
ical questions are grappled with every day, 
and Concordia University Magazine should 
remain a venue where our alumni can be 
informed and engaged — even enraged. 
My predecessor, Kathleen Hugessen, 
introduced “My Word” in December 
1991 as a vehicle for her thoughts, and 
in March 1997, shortly after I came on 
board, we changed the section's name 
to “Editor's Voice” — both titles promise 
a personal spin. The magazine advisory 
board continues to encourage me to ex- 
press opinions here rather than turn the 
column into a glorified table of contents 
or “trailer” — such as “Read about Pro- 
fessor Bloggin’s groundbreaking research 
on page 9, and so on. | used to watch 
Entertainment Tonight, and literally half 
the show was “Coming up next... and 
later in the program .. . tomorrow don't 
miss... and be sure to catch next week....” 
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I'd rather not go that way. 

Gauging from the feedback I usually 
receive, most readers enjoy my rants. 
In fact, quite a few praised me for “In 
Praise of Thinking” — mostly in person, 
though, not in writing. I present my 
views here not simply to stroke my ego 
(that too) but to encourage thought, 
emotion, discussion. (I responded di- 
rectly to each letter writer.) And I gener- 
ally tie my editorial to something in the 
magazine or an event at the university; 
last issue, an e-mail from “Bill” spurred 
me, as did Concordia’s exemplary Peace 
and Conflict Resolution Academic Series. 

I received a reply from Bill. He wrote, 
“I don't know if using the magazine for 
alumni to spread propaganda is correct. ... 
Once I get my own editorial section, 
I will be more fair when putting forth 
an argument.” I look forward to that 
day, Bill— and to writing you letters to 
the editor. 9 
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Fond recollections 

It was with emotion that I read the 
article “The Diniacopoulos Adventure” 
(March 2004) by Julie Gedeon. It 
brought back wonderful memories, 
nostalgia and sadness. I was a 
communication studies student and 
later teaching assistant in Denis 
Diniacopoulos’s Visual Dynamics I class 
(affectionately known as “VD”) from 
1987 to 1989. Denis’s sharp wit was 

not to everybody's taste, but if you knew 
how to accept his constructive criticism 
you were always better off. 

The writer was dead-on about the 
wonderful atmosphere at Olga and 
Denis’s house during the famous 
“insider” suppers. The house was so full 
of trinkets, books, artworks — and junk 
(or so we thought) — that we often had 
to negotiate our way throughout the 
rooms. Some of us “disciples” some- 
times wondered if the house was going 
to cave in due to the stacked weights. 

To this day, I still benefit from Denis’s 
teachings and Olga's counsels, and I 

am grateful to Donat Taddeo and Carole 
Groleau for their endeavours to show- 
case the extensive Diniacopoulos legacy. 
Philippe Aubert, BA 90, MA 98 
Saint-Basile-Le-Grand, Que. 


Repository of history 
Regarding the excellent article 
detailing the university's work with 
the Diniacopoulos collection, the 
efforts involved with cataloguing and 
the establishment of such diverse 
scholarly works is most impressive. 
Fondly remembering Dr. Alan Brown’s 
course in art history and archaeology, 
I can well appreciate the lasting benefits 
for all. As a gerontologist, I found the 
human side of their story especially 
poignant. I have long believed that 
every home is a repository of one's his- 
tory, and theirs seemed to be more so. 
On another note, I was interested 
to read about the Centre for Canadian 
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Irish Studies. With the 
Montreal Irish roots of 
Loyola, it’s pleasing to see 
its ongoing development. 
Keep up the good work. 
Patricia Ford, BA 80 
Hamilton, Ont. 


Thoughts 

on an issue 

In the March 2004, 

issue, The Diniacopoulos 
Adventure” was moving and fascinating. 
I'm no expert, but it seems the post- 
WW I period was quite fruitful for 
many collectors. It goes without saying 
that certain forms of antiquarianism 
also involved a loss for the countries 
involved. 

The End Piece (“Reflections on our 
Southern Neighbour”) was also a nicely 
balanced reading and meditation on 
Canadian nationalism, which too often 
means a rather silly and hypocritical 
regard for the States, and, as Mr. 
Calderisi implied, many of our shared 
cultural products, so to speak. 

I thought Howard Bokser's piece 
("In Praise of Thinking”) was just a little 
bit self-indulgent, however. While 
attempting to weigh in “above the fray,” 
Mr. Bokser merely repeated the same 
mantras that have been repeated in the 
press elsewhere. Even if you can pull it 
off, sounding objectively contrarian only 
goes so far. But if, as Mr. Bokser claims, 
the problem is not being able to see the 
other side, he and “Bill” would seem to 
be a good match for each other. 

Sean Macdonald, BA 88 
Montreal 


Unimpressed 

I am appalled that you would use the 
editorial (“In Praise of Thinking”) to 
further your own political views with 
respect to the Israeli- Palestinian con- 
flict. Not everyone agrees with your 
opinions which you seem to spout off as 
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“truth” on the issue 
and fortunately, not 
everyone believes 
individuals such as 
Svend Robinson and 
Noam Chomsky 
should be disallowed 
to voice their own 
opinions because 
you fail to agree with 
them. I am further 
appalled that you con- 
sider innocent victims of Israeli attacks 
as lesser victims because they were not 
targeted by Israelis. 
Giovanna Longhi, MA 95 
Calgary, Alta. 


Hypocrisy 

I found “In Praise of Thinking” hypo- 
critical in the deprecating terms Howard 
Bokser attributes to all those with 
opposing views to his own, and disturb- 
ing in the factual and historical distor- 
tion of the Israeli- Palestinian conflict. 

In a show of critical supremacy, Mr. 
Bokser finds it convenient to divide the 
world into two camps — as others have 
done — in relation to the terms good 
and evil, and us versus them: the 
“thinkers” according to Mr. Bokser 
being those who use “rational dis- 
course, who of course can justify 
decades of illegal Israeli occupation — 
as per U.N. resolutions 24,2 and 338 — 
killing, humiliation and displacement 
for millions of Palestinians; while on 
the other hand are the intractable 
ideologues who oppose Israeli viscous 
policies — and similar forms — of 
imperialistic occupation, which have 
resulted in more than seven million 
Palestinian refugees and hundreds of 
thousands killed. 

Perhaps Howard Bokser also needs 
to be reminded that Palestinian suicide 
bombers appeared after nearly 30 years 
of Israel's destruction, annexation 
and confiscation of Palestinian land, 
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contravening his theory of Palestinians’ 
raison d étre; neglecting to mention that 
Israel’s raison d étre for the past four 
decades — and continuing — is to get 

as much Palestinian land as possible 

to accommodate Israeli illegal settle- 
ments; even if it meant killing the 
land's rightful owners. 

If Mr. Bokser is having difficulty 
locating someone open for discussion 
on the subject, I’ve never shied away 
from a healthy debate and the opportu- 
nity of shedding some historical and 
factual perspective on the issue. 

Shadi Shuraida, MBA 99 
London, Ont. 


Ed.’s note: U.N. Security Council 
Resolution 242 was passed in 1967 
(Resolution 338, passed in 1973, is an 
update of 242) and calls for, among 

other things, “the establishment of a just 
and lasting peace in the Middle East which 
should include... : Withdrawal of Israeli 
armed forces from territories occupied in 
the recent conflict; Termination of all 
claims or states of belligerency and respect 
for and acknowledgement of the sovereign- 
ty, territorial integrity and political 
independence of every State in the area 
and their right to live in peace within 
secure and recognized boundaries free 
from threats or acts of force.” It specifies 
“achieving a just settlement of the 

refugee problem. ” 


More criticism 

How strange. To devote an entire page 
to express a concept that might be fully 
described as “Do not be fixed in your 
views, be open to others opinions, no 
matter how useless” would seem to be 
needless destruction of trees. 

I would think we have a right to 
expect better than this from the editor. 
I know, because you told us that “Bill” is 
wrong and that you are right, whatever 
the argument was, not that we care in 
the slightest. We can only hope that 
“Bill,” however misguided, was more 
concise. I note that “Bill's” case was not 
presented to the same extent that yours 
was, which at least saves trees, so [am 





more sympathetic to him, although | 
know that he is wrong, because you told 
me so. Not that I care. ... 

Perhaps you might consider leaving 
the space available for more enlighten- 
ing comment, perhaps from the profes- 
sors or someone with some depth of 
perception, or some useful message. 
Eric Brooks, L BA 63 
Toronto 


Poetic reminder 

Reading “In Praise of Thinking,” this 

quote came to mind, by Russian poet 

Joseph Brodsky: “The surest defence 

against evil is extreme individualism, 

originality of thinking, whimsicality, 

even, if you will, eccentricity. . . . 

Evil is a sucker for solidity. It always 

goes for big numbers, for confident 

granite, for ideological purity, for 

drilled armies and balanced sheets.” 
Pity that more folks don't understand 

what you've written about. 

Yvonne Callaway Smith, 

BA 84, MA 91, EMBA 92 

Montreal 


Leaving home 

After reading Robert Calderisi's 
“Coming Home,” I felt compelled to 
relate my experience. I graduated from 
Concordia in 1997 with a BA in ECE. 

I taught in Kanesatake and then in the 
Town of Mount Royal. I was determined 
to explore teaching elsewhere, and 
ended up in Massachusetts and have 
found what my heart has longed to do — 
I am a special education teacher, a 
professional, and remain a proud 
Canadian. 

As Robert Calderisi wrote, we are 
more like Americans than we would like 
to admit, but that does not take away 
from being Canadian. I am proud of 
explaining to Americans our cultural 
values, traditions and Canada’s inde- 
pendent stand on the war in Iraq. The 
most teasing I get is when | slip out an 
“eh?” or I pronounce a French name 
correctly (there are many French names 
in New England!). My friends in 
Montreal still tease me about picking up 


concordia university magazine 


LETTETS TO THE EDITOL 


a bit of an accent, but they know! ama 
great ambassador of “Canadianism.” 

I go home often and miss it daily. 1 am 
due to deliver our first child and I wish 
I had the Canadian maternity leave or 
reasonable daycare — I keep spreading 
how well it works in Canada. I do not 
regret my move to the U.S. I met a won- 
derful man, have the career I desired and 
a family that only lives five hours away. 
Years from now | may be the one who is 
“Coming Home,” and what a reassuring 
feeling to know what a wonderful place 
I could return to. 
Tara Black, BA 97 
Boston, Mass. 


Taste of Home 

I was in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, covering 
the rebel takeover of the country in 
February and March. It was pretty hairy 
—we came a little closer to dying than 

I had hoped. So there I am, walking 
through our hotel on the day Aristide 
left the country, and what do I notice 
sitting on a magazine rack, but a little 
memory of home: a copy of Concordia 
University Magazine. There was no 
address, so I’m still scratching my head. 
However it got there, a touch of home 
was exactly what I needed. ® 

Michael Armstrong, BA 93, GrDip (journ.) 95 
Quebec Correspondent, 

Global National with Kevin Newman 
Montreal 


Concordia 


Concordia University Magazine welcomes 
readers’ comments. Letters should include 
the writer’s full name, address, school(s), 
degree(s) and year(s) of graduation for 
alumni. Letters may be edited for length 
and clarity. No letter will be published with- 
out the full name of the correspondent. 
Correspondence should be sent to the 
Editor, Concordia University Magazine, 1455 
de Maisonneuve Blvd. W., Montreal, Que., 
H3G IM8. Fax: (514) 848-2826, e-mail: 
Howard. Bokser@concordia.ca 

web: magazine. concordia.ca 
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THE S€TTING: Café Java U, corner Guy 
and de Maisonneuve streets, Montreal. 


THE TIme: Spring 2004, midday. 


THE PLayers: Josh and Stephanie, two 
students, early 208. 


THE SUBJECT: The surprising increase in 
enrolment in Concordia's philosophy program. 


eS 
lise wassup? 


A lot, actually. I just got accepted to 
Concordia’s philosophy program! 
90 I'm really buzzed — I can't wait 
to go back to school. 

Did you say philosophy? You've got to 

be kidding! 
I'm not kidding. Thanks for the 
support. 

Sorry, but I mean, why the hell would 

you want to study philosophy? Can there 

be anything more impractical? 
I want to learn things, Josh. I want 
to learn... the questions! My 
whole life, everyone's been giving 
me answers: Study something 
practical so you can get a job and 
make a living. Be a good person 
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and go to church, so you can go to 
heaven. The most important thing 
in life is health. Democracy is 
good. Consumerism is bad. All 
these answers — | want to know 
the questions! 

Sounds like Jeopardy . . . “And the ques- 

tion is, to learn the meaning of life. . . .” 
Yeah, well, I want to think about 
the big things in life, learn about 
the big thinkers through time — 
Aristotle, Hobbes, Nietzsche, 
Sartre. ... As Socrates said, 
“The only good is knowledge and 
the only evil is ignorance.” 

You know what another big thinker, 

Karl Marx, said? “Philosophy is to the 

real world as masturbation is to sex.” 
Really? Well, another big thinker, 
Woody Allen, said: “Don't knock 





masturbation — it’s sex with some- 
one I love.” 

Well, Woody Allen is old news, and, 

it seems to me, so is philosophy. 
Think again, genius. I went down 
to Concordia’s philosophy depart- 
ment last week and talked to a few 
students and professors, and you 
may be surprised to learn that the 
number of students in philosophy 
has jumped by more than 50 per cent 
in the past three years.' 

Well . .. isn't university enrolment up 

everywhere at Concordia? 
True, but nowhere near the 50 per 
cent hike in philosophy. It’s more 
like a 20 per cent increase for all 
Concordia since 2001. 

All right, you're going to tell me anyway, 

so I might as well ask. Why? 
Well, there are a few answers. 
I spent some time with Andrew 
Wayne, who was chair of the 
department for the last three years, 
and he says one answer may not 
be very exotic: new professors 
and new courses.* He thinks that 
because the newer profs have 
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expertise in different fields, the 
department can offer courses with 
a more modern appeal to young 
people — like me — such as 
Existentialism or Rationalism. 
Here, I have a copy of the course 
guide in my bag. . . check out some 
of these awesome classes: Mind 
and Action; Applied Ethics: Moral 
Sensitivity and Human Well Being; 
and Modern to Postmodern: 
Philosophical Thought and 
Cultural Critique. 

I'm not sure how “awesome” those 

sound to me. 
Well, they sound awesome to me, 
and to others too, obviously. | 
spoke to one of the newer profs, 
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Matthias Fritsch. He explained that 
when Dr. Wayne began as chair in 
2001, he shifted some of the cours- 
es the department offered more to 
what students were demanding. 
But he also said that there’s a bal- 
ance between students’ interests 
and where the department's faculty 
think philosophy should go. 
I know that all Arts and Science under- 
grads, including those of us in journal- 
ism, have to take four general ed 
courses.” I seem to remember two 
philosophy courses are offered, Modern 
to Postmodern and Applied Ethics. 
Dr. Wayne believes those general 
education courses expose students 
to philosophy and make a good 
first impression. 
You mean there's even hope for a 
Neanderthal like me? 
Maybe not you, but I'm sure there 
are at least a few of your classmates 
who've passed from the stone age 
into the age of reason, and who 
may be turned on by these classes. 
So you're saying that it’s a Concordia 
thing, that the different courses and 
newer profs are the reason. 
Not completely. Dr. Wayne told 
me philosophy enrolment across 
Canada has jumped. 


christiane Beduregarg 


Really? I don’t get it, Steph. Where do 
you or all the others think you're gonna 
go with this degree? It’s hardly a practi- 
cal education, like engineering, com- 
puters, business — even journalism. 
Like in Lost in Translation. Remember 
what Bill Murray says when Scarlett 
Johannson tells him that she’s a philos- 
ophy grad? “There's a good buck in 
that racket.” I mean, it’s not as if 
Monster.com has many listings for 
philosophers. 

Well, Josh, philosophy may be 

more practical than you think. 

When I was at the department 

I met a few students who're in the 

program now. One was Stefano 

Mingarelli, who was president of 
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> Stephanie’s friends: Concordia philosophy 
professor Matthias Fritsch; graduate student 
Cecilie Cave; undergraduate student Stefano 
Mingarelli; and Andrew Wayne, outgoing 

philosophy department chair. 


the philosophy students’ associa- 
tion last year, so he knows a thing 
or two about the subject. He told 
me philosophy students learn to 
listen, read and write better, to 
think critically and logically, to lay 
things out coherently, to discuss 
problems — all very practical skills. 
He said, “I’m not the same person 
I was three years ago.” 

So he can now think about life, the 
universe and everything. Like Bill 
Murray said, I'm sure there's a good 
buck in that racket. 

Actually, Stefano says that for many 
students, philosophy is a great way 
to prepare for a law degree or even 
an MBA. Both Dr. Wayne and Dr. 
Fritsch told me that many compa- 
nies now focus on on-the-job 
training, so they're looking out for 
grads who can think clearly, have 
discipline, know about ethics and 
logic — in other words, philosophy 


students. 
Aha! So it’s all about money and 


careers! 
Slow down, dude. There’s some- 
thing else, a very key point. I told 
you that I want to know the ques- 
tions — that’s what philosophy is 
all about. Look at this brochure 


1 The number of students enrolled in Concordia philoso- 
phy courses rose from 167 in 2000-02 to 261 in 2003-04, 
a 56 per cent increase. 
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Dr. Wayne gave me. It says, 
“Philosophy is critical and 
creative thinking about 

fundamental questions, 
such as: What is a 
worthwhile life? Is there 
a sense to the universe? 
What can be known? 
What moral obligations do 
people have to one another? 
What makes society just?” 
C’mon, don’t you ever have 
those questions? 
Not really. I want to be a journalist, 
so I’m interested in the facts: the who, 
what, when, where and how. Not so 
much the why. It’s not that I don't care 


about it, but for me, it's the effect that 


counts. Todd Bertuzzi caused a media 
frenzy because he knocked out Steve 
Morris — if Morris had jumped up and 
skated away, no one would have noticed 
or cared. It’s only because of the final 
result that everyone freaked out. 
Well, J want to know the why, and 
so do lots of others. Stefano said 
he was interested in philosophy 
because he wanted to have a broad- 
er understanding of our world. He 
gave me a great quote by Wilfrid 
Sellars, which I wrote down: “The 
aim of philosophy is to understand 
how things in the broadest possible 
sense of the term hang together in 
the broadest possible sense of the 
term.” That’s what I'm looking for: — 
how things hang together. 
Well, for me, it’s all too intellectual, 
academic; it doesn't relate to my life. 
I don’t agree at all! It’s like what 
Matthias Fritsch told me. When 
he looks around Montreal, he sees 
a fast-paced, multicultural city, 
where young people are feeling 
more pressure to enter the 
global economy and “succeed.” 
Around us there’s war, terrorism, 
environmental destruction, over- 
population, starvation. We hear 
arguments about globalization, 


2 Four tenure-track faculty have been hired since 2002: 
Justin Smith, Matthias Fritsch, Pablo Gilabert and 
Sandra Lapointe. Andrew Wayne has left to become 
chair of the University of Guelph’s phitosophy depart- 


concordia university magazine 


capitalism, democracy, freedom. 
As he put it, “University students 
are looking to find a place ina 
world bombarded with ideas.” And 
Stefano said, “Maybe students are 
at a point where we want to under- 
stand how we got into this mess.” 

I guess I feel that pressure, too. 

I met another person, a grad stu- 
dent named Cecilie Cave, who 
has a degree in philosophy from 
University of Windsor. She thinks | 
the growth in popularity of philos- 

ophy is a response to our society's 
continuous demands on us to make 

a career, a family, to have, as she | 
said, “success as a human being.” | 
She feels that learning philosophy 

is a wonderful way to deal with all | 
that. I like the way she put it: 

“Every question in philosophy 

has something to do with coming 

to know yourself.” 

OK. So what’s the final answer? | 

Why philosophy? Is it Concordia’s 

courses? The jobs? The big questions? 

The pressures of life? 

It’s all of the above. There is no 
definitive answer — we are, after 
all, talking about philosophy. 

So what's the point of all this discussion? 
The point is the discussion. 
Wittgenstein said, “A philosopher 
who is not taking part in discus- 
sions is like a boxer who 
never goes into the ring.” 

That I can relate to. 

I knew you could. As Cecilie 
put it, “Philosophy invites people 
to dialogue — it lives for that.” 

So I've been involved in a 

philosophical discussion? 

I believe, dude, you have. ® 









Your thoughts? Contact Howard Bokser, 
Howard. Bokser@concordia.ca 


For more information on Concordia’s 
Department of Philosophy, visit 
artsandscience.concordia.ca 


ment, leaving Concordia's philosophy department with 

nine full-time faculty. 

3 The general education requirement began in 2002; hon- 

ours students require only two general education courses. ) 








The art of art education , 


I accepted the role of chair of the Concordia 
Fine Arts Annual Campaign for two fundamental 






reasons. For one; the example of my dear friend, 
Norman Hébert Jr., BComm 77, president and chief 
operating officer of Park Avenue Group, inspired 


me to lend support to one’s alma mater. Secondly, J 
believe in the importanct of the arts in out society; 
and particularly in the pursuit of excellence in art 


education offered at Concordia. 


The arts have always been an essential part of 

my personal and professional life, starting with 
my sisters: Suzanne is 4 bassoonist and Héleéne is 
a sculptor. 1, on che other hand, followed in my 
father's footsteps in expanding our art supply 
business, Omer DeSerres, which incidentally was 
established as 4 hardware store by my grandfather 
in 1908. Every week, tens of thousands of people 
who have a passion for arts and crafts visit our 
stores. 


By serving as chair of the Fine Arts Annual 
Campaign, it is my intention to commit my time 
and resources to ensure that Concordia Fine Arts 
maintains its tradition of excellence in art education, 


providing students the opportunity to create art. 


Furthermore, establishing the Omer DeSerres 
Awards for Excellent Achievement in Visual Arts 
for both graduate and undergraduate students 





in 2004 is my personal contribution to encourage 
fine arts students, thereby enriching the cultural 
| life of the greater Montreal community. 


| Become a part of this evolving and exciting venture. 
Call your faculty advancement officer, and see how 
you can make a difference! 


Marc DeSerres, BComm75 | 
President, Omer DeSerres 


For more infor : 

mation, plea 

& Alumni Relati » please call the Office of Uni ; 

ations at 1-888-777-3330 or gh; ks 
‘ ext. 4856. 











The John Molson School of Business’s MBA i 
helped the school carve a niche in the co) 
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Dusiness. 


STORY AND PHOTOS BY JASON GONDZIOLA 


iversity. It’s the key to success in 

business and investment. There- 

fore it makes perfect sense that 

diversity is the approach taken by 

Concordia’s John Molson School 
of Business (JMSB) towards its four MBA 
programs: the John Molson MBA, the 
Executive MBA, the Aviation MBA and 
the Goodman Institute of Investment 
Management MBA. 

The JMSB’s diversity can be witnessed 
by its graduate education choices: four 
diplomas, five certificates, a master’s 
of science in administration and a PhD. 
But the Master’s of Business Adminis- 
tration — MBA — is the graduate busi- 
ness degree coveted by most, and what 
Concordia's business school prides 
itself on. 

In the four MBA programs, class 
sizes are kept small to facilitate student- 
to-student interaction, which JMSB 
dean Jerry Tomberlin maintains allows 
students to learn as much from their 
peers as from their professors. Equally 
important is research, he adds, and 
JMSB faculty publish more than any 
other business school in Quebec. 

“Being involved in research does more 
than just produce knowledge,” says 
Tomberlin. “It keeps people at the edge 
of their discipline.” 


A local institution 

When the John Molson MBA, the 
flagship of the JMSB, started at Sir 
George Williams University in 1968, 
it was the first program of its kind to 
offer Montrealers part-time studies. 
It subsequently gained a solid reputa- 
tion in the Montreal business commu- 
nity for providing accessible, quality 
graduate studies to local and interna- 
tional students. 
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Today, that much hasn't changed. The 
program continues to bring full- and 
part-time students together — a rarity 
for MBA programs, but important peer- 
interaction that benefits all students. The 
John Molson MBA also boasts the highest 
Graduate Management Admission Test 
(GMAT) entry requirements in Quebec 
and the fifth highest in Canada. 

Director and management professor 
Ronald Ferguson, EMBA 91, explains that 
the John Molson MBA adopts a “Har- 
vard-style” approach to business educa- 
tion, focusing on both business 
fundamentals and soft skills, that is, 
leadership and teamwork, learned 
through group case studies and presenta- 
tions. More difficult than teaching and 
learning by textbook, soft skills have fast 
become one of the most valued aspects of 
business education. 

The 280-plus John Molson MBA stu- 
dents are also given the opportunity to 
study abroad for one semester, and the 
bulk of the 20 to 25 students a year who 
take advantage of this head to France, 
Germany or Australia. “They learn how 


The executive freatment 

In the highly competitive corporate 
environment, graduate education can — 
provide an edge. Recognizing this, | 
the JMSB created the Executive MBA 
in 198s, which at the time was the 
second of its kind in Ganada. “When 
you start managing, you need a dif- 
ferent skill set,” says director and 
management professor William Tay- 
lor. He adds that the EMBA offers the 
same core program as the regular 
MBA, although the EMBA students have no 
electives. The main difference is the con- 
densed timeframe, which allows people in 
different stages of their careers to remain on 
their professional track while studying, 
completing the degree over two years on al- 
ternating Fridays and Saturdays. 

The EMBA is private — no government 
subsidy — and therefore students pay the 
full price of their education, $45,000 for 
the two years. (This tuition, often paid by 
employers, is a typical EMBA cost — the 
University of Ottawa's EMBA fee is the 
same, for instance, and the Queen’s 
EMBA costs $75,000). But they get exec- 





Above: AMBA student Li Cui with program direc- 
tor Triant Flouris, in their Guy Metro Building 
classroom. Cui is a former travel agent who also 
managed a support department in the Guangzhou 
international Airport in China. In addition to stu- 
dents from Canada and the U.S., this year’s class 
drew participants from Europe, Africa, Asia ~ 
even Tahiti. At left: Goodman institute student 
Yin Wang writing a mock CFA exam. 


The program also offers a14-month 
EMBA through the Institut Francais de 
Gestion (IGF) in Paris, consisting of a 
three-week summer session in Montreal 
that’s supplemented by periodic trips to 
Paris by Concordia management profes- 
sors. As Taylor explains, “The IFG needed, 


business gets at the top end, an 
one inate CLASS SIZES aY€ KEPT SMaLL TO FacILiTaTe fee MB 
peLaatns STUDENT-TO-STUDENT INnTeracTion, Sees 
networkofpe- SO STUDENTS Can LEAN AS MUCH FLOM Oe uiversity. so 
cue a THeIr PELs as From THeIr PYOFeSSOrs. coud 
they get to know school that’s ac- 


the culture of the other place.” 
Mentoring and integration too are vi- 
tal, according to Ferguson, and through 
the John Molson Speaker Series, stu- 
dents get to meet local business luminar- 
ies, such as Jim Cherry, president of the 
Aéroports de Montréal, and financial in- 
vestment sage Stephen Jarislowski. Inte- 
gration of course materials is facilitated 
through both studies and extracurricular 
events, such as a new course offered in 
conjunction with the University of Ver- 
mont, which gives students a chance to 
work on real-life business cases, and the 
prestigious John Molson MBA Interna- 
tional Case Competition — won by Con- 
cordia in 2004, the first home-team 
victory in the event's 23-year history. 


utive treatment, too, with a seven-to-one 
student-to-professor ratio, and lunches 
and course materials supplied. 

In addition, EMBA students must take 
an international study trip their first 
year. This year’s excursion headed to In- 
dia, where students had the opportunity 
to speak to top executives at companies 
like SAP and Ernst & Young while build- 
ing a stronger sense of community 
among classmates. “Obviously, for many 
businesses, there’s a global type of mar- 
ket that they operate in,” says Taylor. 
“It’s very useful to go to another country, 
usually one that we, Quebec or Canada, 
do business with. It allows them, ina rel- 
atively brief time, to pick up the flavour 
of how they do business.” 
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credited in the United States — we are — 
that teaches in English — we do — and that 
can handle things in French.” 
The EMBA program has also garnered 
international respect. The Financial 
Times of London, which rates Executive (1) 
MBA programs around the globe, in 2003 
ranked the John Molson EMBA third 
in Canada and 40th in the world. 


Taking to the air 

“People can fly airplanes very well, they 
can control the air traffic very well, but 
that’s not the problem in the industry,” 
says Dale Doreen, decision sciences and 
MIS professor and former director of 
the JMSB’s Aviation MBA program. 

“The reality of today’s aviation community 
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Goodman Institute of Investment Management 
director Alan Hochstein, in the Institute’s 
classroom, with students Yin Wang, Sapna 
Murthy and Zeeshan Mukaddam. The institute 
is named after benefactor Ned Goodman, 
chairman, president and CE0 of Dundee Wealth 
Management Inc. 


is that the problems stem from people 
and management.” 

So when the International Air Trans- 
port Association (IATA), the trade organi- 
zation for the world’s major airlines, 
spotted a management skill gap for avia- 
tion executives, they approached Concor- 
dia. “IATA envisioned rather senior 
executives coming, and we had experience 
through our Executive MBA program,” 
says Doreen. Furthermore, Montreal 


Unlike similar programs elsewhere, 
which tend to focus on the operational as- 
pects of the industry, the JMSB’s AMBA ap- 
proaches issues from a management 
perspective. Acceptance into the AMBA is 
limited to professionals with at least three 
years’ experience. The program attracts stu- 
dents from around the world. Distance stu- 
dents can also pursue their AMBA through 
the Global Aviation MBA, a two-year pro- 
gram available to executives from abroad 
that combines face-to-face instruction with 
follow-up distance learning sessions. 


A lasting investment 

The Goodman Institute of Investment 
Management offers graduate students a 
three-year MBA that parallels Chartered 
Financial Analyst (GFA) requirements — 
the only university in North America to do 
so. Inthe world of investment, the CFA is 
the one universally recognized standard for 
measuring the competency and integrity of 
financial analysts. There are 9,000 CFAs in 
Canada today. 


“We made the decision at the begin- 
ning of this program that it’s not simply 
the passing of the academic courses 
that's going to get you the degree,” says 
director and finance professor Alan 
Hochstein. “The requirement is that you 
pass the courses and at the end of the 
first year write the CFA Level 1 exam.” 

It's arisky move to marry the success of 
your MBA students to an accreditation that 
sees over half of its applicants fail each year, 
but for the Goodman Institute, it’s paid off. 
Pass rates for Level 1 are at 94, per cent, 
more than double the international average, 
with similar success for the Level 2 exam, at 
92 per cent. These results have been noted 
by AIMR, which has invited both Hochstein 
and fellow finance professor Ian Rakita to 
speak at conferences about the Goodman 
Institute's achievements — not bad fora 
new program that won't see a graduate until 
this spring. (The Institute first began offer- 
ing classes in September 2001.) 

Their secret? “It's run by quality,” 
says Rakita, who is a major consultant 
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with the industry ensure Classes at the Good- 


that the program stays current. It is the 
only aviation MBA program accredited by 
the AACSB, the leading accrediting agency 
for business schools. 

“We have very good relationships with 
several international organizations,” says 
current director Triant Flouris, also a fac- 
ulty member in the department of decision 
sciences and MIS. He adds that their scope 
has extended beyond JATA to include the 
International Civil Aviation Organization, 
the Civil Air Navigation Services Organiza- 
tion, the Airports Council International, 
the National Business Aviation Association 
and the Council on Aviation Accreditation. 
“We go to them for advice,” he adds. “They 
are very involved in this process.” 
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Administered by the Association for In- 
vestment Management and Research 
(AIMR), which includes more than 60,000 
members in 115 countries, the CFA accred- 
itation attracts investment professionals 
who wish to take the next step in their ca- 
reer— but it doesn't come easy. 

Attaining the CFA accreditation involves 
three successive levels of examinations, 
each taking six hours to write. The process 
is typically self-taught, and competition is 
fierce: less than half of the 100,000 stu- 
dents who annually take the exams pass. 

Enter the Goodman Institute, where 
students must satisfy their MBA course 
requirements while achieving satisfac- 
tory marks on their CFA examinations. 
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man Institute are offered simultaneously 
in both Toronto and Montreal via video- 
conferencing. Instructors alternate 
between locations on a weekly basis so 
that students in both cities have direct 
live access. 

The program is garnering interna- 
tional attention too, and the Goodman 
Institute has signed an agreement with 
China's Beijing Normal University to 
bring students here next year. 

The word is out. Diversity pays. & 


Jason Gondziola is a Montreal freelance writer. 


For more information on the JMSB’s MBA 
programs, visit johnmolson.concordia.ca. 
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Alumni Watcl 
This distinctive 5 micron, Swiss quartz 
movement watch, with a detailed Cor 
seal on an 18kt gold-plated dial and 

calf-leather band, is a great gift idea. 
Presented in a beautiful piano wo 





Alumni Golf Shirt 
These comfy 100 per cent cotton piqué 
knit, short-sleeved golf shirts, in youl 
choice of Loyola, Sir George Williams or 
Concordia crests and in navy or white, 
are guaranteed to improve your swing. 


Diploma Frames 

You worked hard for your degree, so why not 
display it with pride in an official Concordia a. 
University frame? In polished brass, walnut Angie Che 
wood or lacquered Italian mahogany, with a Major in conten oe 
burgundy mat bearing the University crest. 

Fits all Concordia diplomas and certificates. 


my 
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New! Stadium 
Blanket 


Keep warm while watching the Stingers in 
this 16 oz., Iceland fleece stadium blanket, 
with Concordia crest and in Concordia 
burgundy and gold colours. 


(} Concordia 


UNIVERSITY 





All merchandise available in person at: University Bookstore: 1400 de Maisonneuve Blvd. West 
By mail: 1455 de Maisonneuve Blvd. West, FB 520, Montreal, Qc H3G 1M8 
By phone: (please have credit card ready) in Montreal 514-848-2424 ext. 4856 
or elsewhere toll-free 1-888-777-3330 
By faux: 514-848-2826 








Name: Address: 


: City: Provinces Postal Code: 
Payment: L) Cheque (made payable to Concordia University) LI visa (J Master Card 
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Golf Shirt Crest: Loy 
Stadium Blanket 
| Watch in Piano Wood Watch Box () Men's Watch QO 


* Insured Shipping and Handling in Canada $10.00. Please add $5.00 if ordering a Frame 
* Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery Add 7% GST | 
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Women's Watch _ 










Quebec Residents add 7.5% PST 


Merchandising program is a joint collaboration between the Office of University Advancement and Alumni Relations and the Bockstore. TOTAL 








ALUMNI PYOFILE 





When it comes to music, scores of Concordia 
graduates are hitting the high notes on 
| different stages of the music world. Here are 





eight short profiles — operettas of sorts — : 
of alumni from Concordia’s music program as ; 
well as elsewhere with a love for the genre. 


by Debbie Hum 
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Dtwa Du dour 


awn Tyler Watson. BFA Gazz 

studs.) 94.18 a diva Ina Ten 

Dollar Dress. a Grande Dame de 
Blues. a leading lady by the name of Curly 
Brown. She s absolutely fabulous. 

Ten Dollar Dress is the name of 
Watsons debut album, released to critical 
acclaim in July 2001 literally moments 
hetore she took to the outdoor stage 
leredvey om natolnecril eve f-wrlmeatem Vkelalanert| 
International Jazz Festival. The jazz 
singer-sonywriter has been a regular 
headliner at the festival since 1998, but 
that night marked a milestone. “Twas so 
emotional. and thrilled.” she says. 7] 
went out and rocked the stage.” 

In many ways, the rising vocal artist 
credits her formal training and experi- 
ences while at Concordia for her success. 
Watson. a native of England who came to 
Canada at a young age, recalls how she 
used to butt heads with music prolessor 
Jeri Brown: “| thought she had it in for me. 
but it turns out she just believed in me and 
wanted to challenge me. - 

Watson's fans can catch her weekly at 
the House of Jazz. formerly Biddle's 
(where she was discovered by a movie 
director: earlier this year Watson starred 
opposite Roy Dupuis in the Quebec film 
Jack Paradise). Watson pertorms a free- 
flowing repertoire of jazz. blues. funk. 
gospel, folk, swing and rock. In 2003. she — 
won the inaugural Lys Blues award Jov 
Best Female Artist from Quebec webzine 
Le Net Blues. She has jammed with blues 
artists Jeff Healey, Nanette Workman and 
Colin James, to name a few. And while 
singing fora club date band. she ended 
up giving a concert for Géline Dion and 
her family. “She got up and sang with my 


band. [t was a real trip. says Watson. It 


only hit me later — My God, L just sang 


for Céline Dion all ni vht. ~ 


Montreal jazz performer Dawn Tyler Watson has fared 
well in France. At that country's Cognac blues festival 
in 2002, she won the BottleNet International Screamin’ 
Jay Hawkins Award for best concert or tour by an 
international artist. 





Muste Dtireection 


or the more than two decades 

he performed with the 

Montreal Symphony Orchestra 
and Orchestre Métropolitain, as well as 
chamber music and opera companies, 
there wasn't a night when Nicolas 
Desjardins, DIA 86, did not enjoy going 
on stage. “When I was a student, my 
goal was to be a professional musician — 
and I succeeded,” he now says. “I had a 
long career playing with the best and 
most famous conductors around the 
world.” Yet when he quit, it was for 
good. 

Today, Desjardins is director-general 
of the Conservatoire de la musique et art 
dramatique du Québec, where he 
received his own musical training from 
1970 to 1977. Drawn to Concordia’s 
Diploma in Administration program, he 
earned his degree part time while work- 
ing as a professional musician and teach- 
ing clarinet and chamber music. He 
served on the board of the Orchestre 
Métropolitain while also one of its musi- 
cians, and began taking on administrative 
roles with other music organizations. 

The turning point came in 1991, 
when Desjardins became director-gen- 
eral of Jeunesses Musicales du Canada 
— he quit the orchestra and about a year 
later gave up the clarinet. “It became 
more difficult because my mind was not 

there, but rather on administration 









MuchMusic V} Jennifer Hollett, wéth schoolgirls in 
Kabul, Afghanistan, in 2002. She says, “While 
young people love music, social issues are also very 
important to them, so there is a commitment to 


address topics such as sexism, violence and war.” 


challenges,” he explains. Desjardins 
steered Jeunesses Musicales through 
difficult times, and was instrumental in 
the organization's continuing vitality. 

In 1998 Desjardins arrived at the 
Conservatoire — the only public music 
and dramatic arts conservatory in North 
America — where he coordinates the 
curriculum and network of nine schools 
throughout the province. Desjardins 
looks forward every year to its annual 
concours, the final examinations of its 
students, performed before the public. 
“The sense of passion from the teachers 
and students is gratifying,” he says. 


Vo Activist 


or Jennifer Hollett, BA Gjourn. & 

comm. studs.) 97, going to rock 

concerts and hanging out with 
some of the biggest names in music 
entertainment is all in a day’s work. The 
MuchMusic VJ and videographer, known 
for her bright red hair, perpetual grin and 
pop culture banter with bite, has the sort 
of job many of her millions of youthful 
viewers would do for free. 

But while MuchMusic is obviously 
about music, it’s not all videos and trivia. 
Two summers ago, for instance, Hollett 
was sent to war-torn Afghanistan for 10 
days to tape a special on how youth and 
women are adapting in a post-Taliban 
world. The half-hour special aired on the 
first anniversary of 9/11 and 
later won a Gemini and other 


i le 

4 | public affairs and educational 
9% “4 programming awards. 

AX One of Hollett’s next assign- 
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Nicolas Desjardins is director-general and an 


alumnus of the Conservatoire de la musique et art 
dramatique du Québec, where he was a classmate 
of Concordia’s Fine Arts dean Christopher Jackson. 
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ments will be coverage of 
the Canadian federal 
election, and she’s ona 
mission to improve voter 
turnout among 18- to 


y 
20-year-olds, which was 4 
less than 2° per cent in Above left: Grateful Dead arcniv 
. 5A BFA in film studies at Concorsia, 
2000. ‘I love working in nee 
7 U.K. Above centre: Marie-Hélens 
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orchestra management from the 





she Says, “because it’s Philharmonic, the Minnesota Orc 
the most effective Wayto [BCEaCt Ce. COLT Cary) ame 


get a message across — 

there is so much potential to mobilize 
people.” Socially and environmentally 
responsible on many fronts (no dispos- 
able cups or sweatshop garments for this 
public-transit-riding vegetarian), Hollett 
adds, “It’s important that we have 
activists in all types of positions, not just 
NGOs and charities.” 

Hollett started her career at Sony 
Music, first as a campus representative 
(“There was an ad right next to an arti- 
cle I wrote for the Concordian”), then as 
manager of new media. While develop- 
ing online content for a major record 
label during the dot-com boom was 
thrilling for her, she had long aspired 
to be on air — her father, Shane Hollett, 
S BSc 70, was a TV meteorologist. 

Auditioning for TV gigs on the sly, in 
2001 Jennifer Hollett jumped at the 
opportunity to host The Chatroom on 
TalkTV on the recommendation of a CTV 
producer she met at Sony. At the end of 
that year, she applied to the nation’s music 
video station, and has since been known, 
she says, as “that chick from MuchMusic.” 


Deadhead’s Dream 

na six-year span in his youth, David 

Lemieux, BFA (film studs.) 97, attend- 

ed more than 100 concerts across 
North America and in Europe by the 
Grateful Dead — the legendary band whose 
cult-like fans are known as Deadheads. 
Lemieux’s first show was in 1987, when he 
was about 16 and living in Ottawa. He anda 
friend had scored tickets for a concert in 
Hartford, Connecticut — his mother asked 
how they were getting there. “I said, ‘Train 
...or bus.’ ” He sounds unconvincing 
even after all these years. “She said, ‘No 
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archivist David Lemieux, at the band’s Novato, California, headquarters. Lemieux earned a 
cori) ia, followed by a master’s in film archiving from the University of East Anglia in Norwich, 
Héibne Bernard, orchestra manager for the Cleveland Orchestra, received a fellowship in 
om the American Symphony Orchestra League and completed residencies with the New York 
ota Orchestra and the Syracuse Symphony. Right: Opéra de Montréal’s general director David 
ays, “Arts management is a delicate balance between artistic and business choices.” 
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way, and drove us down.” By his count, 
Lemieux saw the Grateful Dead about 105 
times from 1987 to 1991, but only four or 
five times after that because, he explains, 
“I was getting serious about college and 
changed gears.” 

Lemieux first became hooked at age 13 
on the “uncategorizable” sound of his 
older brother's Grateful Dead greatest hits 
album — somewhat poetic, since these 
days Lemieux makes a living producing 
such compilations. 

As the Grateful Dead archivist, 
Lemieux’s responsibilities include select- 
ing material, packaging and promotion for 
about six to seven CD and DVD releases a 
year. The essence of the job is to listen to 
the music, which he does al] the time — at 
work, off hours, on the weekend, and dur- 
ing the picturesque drive to and from the 
Dead offices in Novato, California, about 
20 minutes outside of San Francisco. The 
band, which has called itself the Dead 
since the passing of co-founder and gui- 
tarist Jerry Garcia in 1995, rehearses on 
the premises before performances. 

Lemieux, who worked at the National 
Archives of Canada and the British 
Columbia Archives before landing every 
Deadhead’s dream job in 1999, is one of 
only two holders of the key to the revered 
Grateful Dead Vault, which contains close 
to 17,000 audio- and videotapes of the 
band's performances, dating back to 1965. 
It's a cache of outstanding music begging 
to be released, according to Lemieux. His 
most thrilling find? “An unmarked tape 
that turned out to be the Dead playing in a 
bowling alley in Lake Tahoe in 1968,” he 
says, released on CD in 2002 as Dick's Picks 
Vol. 22. 








Linoa Rutenaers 


‘Tour Connotsseur 
s orchestra manager for the 
Cleveland Orchestra, indis- 
putably one of the finest orches- 
tras in the world, Marie- Héléne Bernard, 
DIA 97, is regarded as the company’s 
supremely organized logistics queen. 

In charge of all touring operations, 
from planning the earliest stages to see- 
ing to the travel and welfare of more than 
100 musicians, staff and technicians, 
Bernard has taken the orchestra on 11 
tours throughout Europe and the United 
States since she joined in 2000 after a 
stint with the Philadelphia Orchestra. It’s 
an immense amount of work, beginning 
about two years out for a domestic tour, 
three or four years for one abroad. But 
sometimes, even with the best planning, 
her truest test comes in how she handles 
the unpredictable elements — and in this, 
Bernard has proven to be a virtuoso. 

For instance, when the orchestra 
went to Vienna last year, half the cargo 
was left behind en route in Toronto. “I 
was envisioning calling lots of musi- 
cians in Vienna to borrow their instru- 
ments, she says. “It would have been a 
catastrophe.” But she managed to get 
the instruments to Vienna, just in time 
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for rehearsal. 


The only scenario worse than an 
orchestra without instruments would be 
an orchestra without musicians — and 
Bernard has faced that, too. Musicians 
are responsible for staying on top of the 
schedule, but sometimes “you don't 
notice until the last minute that someone 
is missing — like when you're holding 
their boarding pass at the gate and they're 
nowhere in sight.” Bernard's job then is 
to find a way to get the errant musicians 
to their destination. Thank goodness for 
the logistics queen. 


Opera Man 


pera is the ultimate art 
¢ 4 () form,” says David Moss, 
BComm (fin. & mktg.) 89, 


general director of the Opéra de Montréal. 
“It’s big and it’s spectacular, and every art 
form has a place on its stage.” 

A songwriter and formally trained 
musician (he studied at the Musicians 
Institute in Hollywood, California), Moss 
had little exposure to opera when he 
joined the company last year. Certainly, 
he says, he was no opera aficionado. But 
it turns out opera was a natural career 
direction for him. From 1994, to 2003, 
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Moss worked at the Saidye Bronfman 
Centre for the Arts as director of the 
School of Fine Arts, director of corporate 
sponsorship and then executive director. 
Under his guidance, the Saidye Bronfman 
Centre's funding nearly doubled, and the 
centre saw remarkable development in 
both its arts programming and its stature. 

At the Opéra de Montréal, Moss con- 
centrates on cultivating audience and 
patron relations as well as enhancing artis- 
tic opportunities. The company encour- 
ages young audiences through flexible and 
discounted subscriptions and has initiated 
TechnOpera, an educational conference 
with a multimedia opera jam that precedes 
each production. While opera is quintes- 
sentially a classical art form, Moss notes 
that around the world, multimedia tech- 
niques are becoming part of the aesthetic 
palette of opera. Given the scope and 
depth of the artistic and multimedia talent 
in Montreal, he hints at exciting collabora- 
tions to come to the opera stage. 

Still, Moss feels that above all, people 
go to the opera for one reason. “The core 
of opera is the human voice, and the un- 
miked voice as the core of artistic expres- 
sion is something that people can relate 
to,” he says. “At the end of the day, it’s 
the unadorned human voice that makes 
opera so spectacular.” 
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: Capttal Chanteuse 


azz performer Diane White, 
BFA (jazz studs.) 97, always 
keeps a suitcase ready in case 


Gj 


_ of last-minute gigs. Among other 


essentials, it holds a couple of no-iron 
gowns, some sheet music, make-up and 
high heels. It’s definitely more glam- 
orous than her Concordia days, when 
she used to dress up as the Stingers 
mascot to make a little extra cash. 

White came to Montreal in the mid- 
nineties from Ottawa, doing a stint on 
trombone with local rock band Me, Mom 
and Morgentaler and playing with various 
big bands around town while studying 
trombone and voice at Concordia. 

Since graduating, she’s performed at the 
International Jazz Festival in Montreal and 
is now the singer for the house jazz band at 
Ottawa's Fairmont Chateau Laurier Hotel. 
Last year White toured eastern Europe, 
where one stop included the People’s 
Palace in Bucharest, Romania, “right by 
the wall where they shot Ceaucescu,” she 
points out. White also spent three weeks in 
the Arabian Gulf last February entertain- 
ing Canadian troops. She’s also landed 
modeling and acting roles — she appeared 
with Eddie Murphy in Pluto Nash, Stephen 
Baldwin in the HBO movie X Change and in 
a number of other TV shows. 

But White says singing is definitely her 
focus. In an effort to bring the genre to 
wider audiences, she performs gratis at 
charity events and hosts jazz soirées at her 
home, welcoming strangers and friends 
alike. In January, White began singing once 
a month in an Ottawa grocery store, an idea 
she admits she initially found comical. “But 
it’s so much fun. People from all walks of 
life come to thank me, because they can't 
afford the Chateau Laurier.” 
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Far left: Diane White has entertained visiting politi- 
cians and luminaries at Ottawa’s Fairmont Chateau 
Laurier Hote!. Near left: Recording engineer Jeff 
Wolpert, in his Toronto studios, works mostly behind 
the scenes but has also performed on record. He 
played percussion with Paul Schafer for the movie 
Blues Brothers 2000 — for which he was paid with 
Schafer’s Late Night jacket. 





Mustue Muxer 


eff Wolpert, BFA (jazz studs.) 
oo 79, likens himself to being a 

silent member of the band. As a 
recording engineer, his contribution takes 
place behind the scenes, at the console. 

It can be called a golden silence, one 
that has brought the music meister five 
Juno award nominations and four Junos: 
Recording Engineer of the Year, for Holly 
Cole's Shade (2004, and Romantically 
Helpless (2000) and for Loreena 
McKennitt’s The Visit (1993), and Best 
Roots & Traditional Album, for 
McKennitt’s The Mask and Mirror (1995), 
which Wolpert co-produced, recorded 
and mixed. 

Wolpert recalls his first Juno win and 
being trundled into the press gallery. 
“Everyone was like, ‘Who is this guy?’ ” 
he says. “We were not seen as a promi- 
nent part the music.” But these days, 
sound engineers are recognized as crit- 
ical to the process, as most music, save 
orchestral music, is recorded piecemeal 
and then mixed and manipulated by 
recording engineers like Wolpert. 

After more than 20 years in the 
industry, Wolpert says he still thrives 
on being the band member “who does 
not exist in real time.” Every recording 
is a discovery, he explains. “Everyone 
has an idea of what we want to do, but 
there's always the element of perfor- 
mance and the moment, and a degree of 
experimentation.” 

Based in Toronto, Wolpert divides his 
time equally between recording and 
mixing popular, folk and country music, 
and recording musical scores for films, 
such as American Psycho (2000), Five 
Senses (2000) and Being Julia (2004). He 
adds, “Movies are sort of the last bastion 
of orchestral music where an orchestra is 
paid to play and record new material.” & 


Debbie Hum is Assistant Editor of 
Concordia University Magazine. 
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uick: who’s Bette Dolan? If you 
said Atuk’s lover in Mordecai 
Richler’s The Incomparable Atuk 
(1963), probably modelled on 
swimmer Marilyn Bell, you may not 
need Character Parts: Who’s Really 
Who in CanLit (Knopf Canada, $29.95), 
by Brian Busby, BA 87. But for the rest of 
us, this dictionary-style reference is an 
amusing and revealing way to learn 
about the characters who populate the 
Canadian literary world. Busby is co- 
editor of six anthologies of Canadian 
literature and lives in Vancouver. 





Sam Wiseman is back — en frangais. 
The protagonist of the first novel by 
Richard King, S BA 70, That Sleep of Death 
(2003), investigates a murder mystery on 
the McGill campus in Le libraire a du 
flair (Libre Expression, $24.95). Watch 
for Wiseman to be snooping around again 
in an upcoming novel. 

A Different Kind of Beauty 
(Fitzhenry & Whiteside, $11.9¢) is the 
22nd young adult novel by Burlington, 
Ontario's Sylvia MeNicoll, BA 78, the 
sequel to Bringing Up Beauty, winner 
of the 1996 Silver Birch Award and 
1997 Manitoba Young Reader's Choice. 
A Different Kind of Beauty follows 14- 
year-old Elizabeth Kerr as she raises a 
new Chocolate Lab for a guide dog pro- 
gram, and introduces 16-year-old Kyle 
Nichols, who has just gone blind. 

Stephen Henighan, MA 86, studied cre- 
ative writing and worked in Montreal for 
eight years. The author of the Governor 
General's Award-nominated When 
Words Deny the World: The Reshaping of 
Canadian Writing (2002) draws on his 
Montreal past for The Streets of 
Winter (Thistledown Press, $19.95), 
bringing to life the city’s vibrant, multi- 
cultural character. Henighan teaches in 
the School of Languages and Literatures 
at the University of Guelph. 





dD TUS 


Kids will enjoy Feuille de chou (Edi- 
tions Pierre Tisseyre, $8.95) by first-time 
writer Héléne Cossette, BAdmin 88, and 
illustrated by Nathalie Huybrechts, BFA 85, 
which follows the adventures of Cendrine, 
an ambitious mouse/reporter. Feuille de 
chou — literally, cabbage paper, an expres- 
sion for an insignificant newspaper — 
introduces Gendrine’s career at a local 
newspaper called Chousx Gras (cabbage fat, 
i.e., gossip), printed on actual cabbage 
leaves by a centipede named Gutenberg. 

Those fortunate enough to have visit- 
ed the Bread & Puppet Theater's 
northern Vermont workshop or to see 
them in action know of the power of 
their political and out-sized puppets. 
Montreal photographer Ronald 
Simon, BFA 92, strikingly captures 
the Bread & Puppet Theater in 
Rehearsing with Gods (Chelsea 
Green Publishing, US$35), with 
accompanying text by Marc 
Estrin. Simon’s photos have 
appeared in many publications, 
including the Globe and Mail. 

The Japanese poetry form 
haiku has gained a devoted fol- 
lowing in North America in 
recent years. Sun Through 
the Blinds: Montreal Haiku 
Today (Shoreline, $19.95), 
edited by Maxianne Berger, 

MA 96, and Angela Leuck, 
includes a mix of haiku by 
local Japanese, French and 
English poets (in English). 
Garry Gay, editor of The San 
Francisco Haiku Anthology, 
writes, “It was only a matter 
of time before [Montreal writ- 
ers] would be showcased as 
brilliantly as they are here.” 

Rising To A Tension (Cumulus 
Press, $15), edited by Neale McDevitt, 
BA go, and Tom Abray, MA 00, 


features 13 talented up-and-coming 
Canadian and international short fic- 
tion writers, and includes a 16-page 
chapbook by Elisabeth Harvor, MA 87. This 
is the second in the Tendril Anthology 
Series, following Running with Scissors 
(2001), edited by Andy Brown, MA 95, and 
Meg Sircom, BA 93, MA 00, which fea- 
tured 19 young poetry writers. 


— Howard Bokser 
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| Loyola Medal 





Dominic D’Alessandro, L BSc 67, LLD 98, president and CEO of Manulife 
Financial, received Concordia’s prestigious Loyola Medal at a gala event at 
the Four Seasons Hotel in Toronto, May 3. Rector Frederick Lowy, Loyola 
Alumni Association president Ray Huot, L BSc 68 (at right, congratulating 
D'Alessandro), and 400 friends, associates and Concordia representatives 
attended the gala. Guests saw a video presentation that featured congratula- 
: tions from friends and dignitaries, including Prime Minister Paul Martin. 
| The Loyola Alumni Association established the Loyola Medal in 1961 
to honour outstanding leadership and achievement in Canada. 
Previous recipients include former governor general Georges P. 
Vanier, L BA 06, Paul-Emile Cardinal Léger, Oscar Peterson and 
Richard J. Renaud, L BComm 69, who was honoured in 2002. 
Dominic D'Alessandro became president and CEO of Manulife 
Financial in 1994, and has brought it to the position of Canada’s lead - 
ing financial services group. He was named Canada’s Outstanding CEO 
of the Year in 2002 by his peers, and in 2003 was named an Officer of 
the Order of Canada. He has been an asset to many companies, associa - 
tions and institutes. D'Alessandro was involved with several successful 
annual giving campaigns for Concordia and was a member of its Board 
of Governors from 1991 to 1995. 
The proceeds from the gala will establish an endowment in Dominic 
D’Alessandro’s name, which will provide financial support to 
Concordia graduate students. 


Reconnect to Concordia and Profit From Your Connections. CUAA members 
benefit from many valuable services and discounts, networking opportuni- 
ties, enjoyable and educational events, and nostalgic and fun reunions. 
But alumni can only benefit if the CUAA can reach you. 


We invite all Concordia alumni to log on to Reconnect. Concordia.ca and 


enter or update your contact details so you too can enjoy all the benefits 
of the CUAA. 


And if you register today, you will automatically be entered into a draw 
for over $20,000 in prizes, to be announced during Homecoming 2004. 


So... 
Reconnect. Concordia.ca 








On April 20, about 40 alumni cued up for a fun night of billiards, hosted 
by the Calgary Chapter. They were joined by alumni chapter liaison Nicole 
Ngoya, BA o1, and CUAA president John Aylen, MA 76, who shared news 
about the noteworthy progress at Concordia and, of course, played a few 
friendly racks. Pictured at left are Scott Bradley, BComm 80, and Thomas 
Loucks, L BA 63. 





|_Mexico City CANADIAN EMBASSY 
The inaugural meeting of the Mexico City Chapter took place on April 29 A MA B A S S nN DB) E ‘py { Cc A N /s\ [) A 


at the Canadian Embassy, with 10 Concordia alumni in attendance and 
interest and support expressed by many more. Pictiured at right are 
Audrey Van Halder, BA 95, and chapter interim president Michael Grant, 
BAdmin 92. The chapter's objectives include creating a social and net- 
working forum for graduates in Mexico and promoting Concordia. Over 
the next few months, the chapter will focus on building its membership. 
For more information, please contact Michael Grant at (52) (55) 
5724-7978, or michael. grant@dfait-maeci.ge.ca. 
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Toronto 


On March 21, the Toronto Chapter welcomed more than 100 guests 
to their first annual Family Fun Day, sugaring off at the Kortright 
Centre, in Woodbridge, at right. Despite chilly weather and some 
last-minute changes at the facilities, alumni and their children 
enjoyed an informative tour and a great pancake lunch. 

On May 15, Toronto alumni gathered for an evening of live 
comedic improv at the Bad Dog Theatre Company. Guests enjoyed 
good company, good food and good laughs. The next event will be 
the Concordia alumni night at the 2004, Tennis Masters Series, 
Canada’s International Men’s Tennis Championships. 

Visit alumni. concordia.ca/cuaa/chapters/toronto/ for more details. 





Fine Arts Chapter 


In May, two lectures by prominent members of the art community 
marked the beginning of an annual reception in celebration of artistic 
achievement. At the Montreal Museum of Fine Arts, artist Marc 
Séguin, BFA 95, and Chantal Pontbriand, editor of Parachute maga- 
zine, treated fine arts alumni and the public to scintillating talks on 
contemporary art and artistic innovations in Montreal. Following their 
lectures, the guest speakers were presented with outstanding achieve- 
ment awards for their contributions to the art world. 

Plans are underway for the 2nd Annual Fine Arts Festival at 
Homecoming 04, a marvellous showcase of the diverse artworks by 
Concordia’s fine arts alumni. For more information, contact Sharmin 
Bashar, (514,) 848-2424, ext. 3882, or shashar@alcor.concordia.ca. 


MONTREAL]OBS.ORG 


A new job search website run by the JMSB Commerce 
Entrepreneurship and Management Association (CEMA) 
aims to connect Concordia students with career opportuni- 
ties and expose employers to the wealth of talent emerging 
from the university. 


Students are invited to post their résumés and employers to 
list job opportunities at Montrealfobs. org. 





aSsOCclaTION NEWS 





On April 23, the JMSB Chapter hosted a dinner for past presidents of 
Concordia’s Commerce and Administration Students Association 
(CASA). About 25 people enjoyed an elegant evening at Montreal's 
University Club, including the “oldest” CASA president, William 
Kovalchuk, BComm 83, who led the association in 1982, pictured at left 
(middle) with incoming president Maria Perugini, outgoing president 
Alexi Robin, J MSB administrative assistant Murielle Salari and R.0. Wills, 
former dean of commerce and administration. 


| TESL 


On May 26, the TESL Chapter hosted a panel discussion on employ- 
ment opportunities in second-language teaching and “tricks of the 
trade.” In the reception that followed, a special presentation was 
made to congratulate instructor Barbara Barclay, S$ BA 74,, BEd 76, 
on her many years of exceptional teaching and involvement in 
Concordia’s TESL program, and to wish her well on her retirement. 


Used Book Fair 


Donate your books to a worthy cause — the Concordia Used Book Fair 
is the annual fundraising event sponsored by the Concordia Volunteers 
(originally started by members of the Association of Alumni of Sir 
George Williams University). 


Over the past six years, proceeds from the Used Book Fair have been 
used to supplement the Student Emergency Food Fund administered 
by the Multi- Faith Chaplaincy, and to initiate the Concordia University 
Used Book Fair Scholarship. 


The Fair is held during the first week of October, but donations 
will be happily accepted throughout the year. Boxes marked 
“Concordia Used Book Fair” may be dropped at the loading dock 
of the Hall Building, 2100 Bishop St. 
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Varsity Athlete Chapter 


On April 4, the Varsity Athlete Chapter hosted a brunch in honour of 
graduating student athletes at the Loyola Faculty Club. Alumni, staff 
and coaches came together to salute their achievement of having suc- 
cessfully balanced academics and athletics, and warmly welcomed the 
newest members of the CUAA family. Pictured at right are hockey 
player Lauren Haughton and recreation and athletics director Katie 
Sheahan, BA 78. 

The 2004 inductees for the Concordia Sports Hall of Fame 
Induction Ceremony, June 3, have been announced: builder: Robert 
Philip, S BA 70; athletes: Karen Bye, GrDip 95, Christopher J. Hayes, 
LBA71, Bob Berry, S BA 67, William Epstein, S BA 62, and Alexander 
McAllister, L BGomm 59; and team: Loyola Football 1972-73. 

The chapter will host a Hall of Fame reunion at Homecoming 04. 
All inductees will be presented with an exclusive Hall of Fame com- 
memorative pin. In addition to the Stingers football game will be 
alumni soccer, rugby and basketball games throughout the weekend. 
Sign up to play or to watch! For information, contact Paul Chesser, 
(514) 848-2424 ext. 4.977, or Paul.Chesser@concordia.ca. 





june Z 

Sports Hall of Fame Induction Banquet: Honouring the achievements of 
legendary Concordia, Loyola and Sir George Williams athletes, builders 
and teams at the Molson Breweries, 1670 Notre Dame St. €., 6:30 p.m. 
Call (514) 848-2424 ext. 3885. 


June 4 

Annual Athletics Alumni Golf Tournament: Join Concordia Stingers athletes, 
coaches, alumni and friends on the beautiful greens of Mountain Acres Golf 
Club in St-Faustin-Lac-Carré, Que. Help raise money for scholarships for 
Concordia student-athletes. Contact Warren Craney, (514) 848-2424 

ext. 3868, weraney@alcor.concordia.ca. 


June 6-12 
Second Annual Fine Arts Graduating Class Exhibition: VAV Gallery, 1395 René- 
Lévesque W. A reception will be held following the Fine Arts convocation on 


Friday, June 11, at § p.m. Contact Laurel Smith, (514) 848-2424 ext. 4701, 
laurels@alcor.concordia.ca. 
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Vancouver 


Close to 30 beer enthusiasts, including Dale Hicks and Lydia Stark-Hicks, BA 75 
(at left), came out to the Vancouver Chapter’s beer-tasting event, held ona 
beautiful spring day at the Granville Brewery, April 22. Alumni chapter liai- 
son Nicole Ngoya and CUAA president John Aylen, on their annual visit to 
chapters in western Canada, also joined in. 
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June 7 

JMSB Alumni Chapter Golf Tournament: Join alumni and friends of the John 
Molson School of Business at the Club de Golf Métropolitain in Anjou, Que. 
Proceeds will support a new scholarship program for JMSB students. Contact 
Uzma Mustafa, (514) 848-2424 ext. 2784, umustafa@aleor.concordia.ca. 


August 16 

Concordia Annual Alumni Golf Tournament: Join alumni and friends at the 
prestigious greens of Club de golf Le Blainvillier in Blainville, Que. Proceeds 
from this tournament will once again help fund scholarships for Concordia 
students. Call (514) 848-2424 ext. 4856. 


TORONTO 


an ee ee | 


july 29 
A special evening of tennis at the 2004 Tennis Masters Series, Canada’s 


International Men’s Tennis Championships. Visit alumni. concordia.ca later 
this month for details. 





Arts and Science 


The Arts & Science Federation of Associations (ASFA) held its first 
annual Spring Ball on Friday, April 2. Arts and Science Dean Martin 
Singer presented several student awards before the 150 guests sat 
down to dinner at Montreal's Altitude 737. Pictured with Dean Singer 
(right) are the winning team from Arts and Science orientation 
activities, Lindsay Smith, Amanda Kotel, Bridget Laws, Jenessa Speed 
and Christine Walsh. 


SASKATCHEWAN ROUGHRIDERS 


Thursday, August 5, 7 p.m. 
Tickets: $35 (tax receipts available) 


Concordia University invites you to its 2nd Annual CFL Night, 
sponsored by the CUAA. Join 250 cheering Concordia alumni 
and their friends in the end zone as the Als run, pass and tack- 
le their way to victory. 


The fun begins at a pub at 5:30 p.m., then moves to Molson 


Stadium — the city’s most exciting sports venue. Don’t miss the 
chance to watch your Als while supporting your alma mater at 
the same time. (All proceeds go to the QUAA Scholarship Fund.) 


Bring friends. Bring family. And be there on August 5. 
For more details or to register, visit alumni.concordia.ca/calendar 


or call (514) 848-2424 ext. 4.397. 





| associaTIon news 





On February 5, close to 300 alumni and friends made up an enthusi- 
astic Concordia contingent at an NHL hockey night in Montreal. 
Many gathered for a CUAA reception at the Café République before 
moving on to the Bell Centre to watch the Canadiens play the 
Islanders (the Habs won!). Pictured at left are CUAA president John 
Aylen, MA 76, with John Davidson and EMBA student Peter Theocharis. 


Gojaraolcelt-wevalalerslmevieiaaral 
(ETo)mKolelaatslaavejalt 


Monday, August 16 


Inaugurated in 1932 by the Loyola Alumni Association 


Join fellow alumni and friends for Concordia’s Annual 
Alumni Golf Tournament, at the prestigious greens of 
Club de golf Le Biainvillier in Blainville. Over the years, 
the alumni golf tournament has raised over $100,000 for 
student scholarships at the undergraduate and graduate 
levels. Proceeds from this tournament will once again 
help fund scholarships for Concordia students. 


8:30 - 9:30 a.m. Registration 
9:30 - 10:30 a.m. Brunch 

11 a.m. Shotgun start 

6 p.m. Cocktail 


7 p.m.Gourmet dinner 


Register your foursome online 
at alumni.concordia.ca/calendar 





or call (514) 848-2424 ext. 4856. 
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Real education for the real world 
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SEPIEMBER 


It's Concordia’s 30th anniversary! The 
whole Concordia community is warmly 
invited toa memorable celebration, 
with reunion parties, special lectures, 
networking events, campus tours, art 
exhibitions, varsity alumni games and 
much more. Come see the dramatic 
progress at the university through the 
years while mingling with Concordia 
alumni, faculty, students and staff. 


Preliminary Schedule 
of Events 


Monday, September 27 


2nd Annual Homecoming Arts 
Festival 

Homecoming 2004 kicks off with a 
week-long celebration of artists from 
Concordia. Featuring free exhibitions 
and walking tours of works of art on 
campus. 


Career Development Night 

Pick up essential career advice and pro- 
fessional networking skills, which you 
can put into practice at the cocktail. 
SGW Campus, 5:30 p.m. 


Tuesday, September 28 


TESL Lecture and Reception 
Featuring Roy Lyster, professor of 
second-language education at McGill 
and member of Concordia’s Centre for 
the Study of Learning Performance. 
SGW Campus, 6 p.m. 


‘Gesateesaests! 





Wednesday, September 29 


Abitibi-Consolidated Lecture 
Distinguished speakers in this blue- 
ribbon lecture series in past years have 
included retired Lieutenant-General 
Romeo Dallaire, journalist Hana 
Gartner, scientist David Suzuki and 
author Mordecai Richler. 

SGW Campus, 7 p.m. 


Thursday, September 30 


Alumni Luncheon, featuring 
Stuart McLean, S BA 71 

Join bestselling author and host of 
CBC's The Vinyl Cafe. 

InterContinental Hotel, 

350 St. Antoine St. W., 12 p.m. 

Open to Concordia alumni, staff, faculty 
and students only. 


Henry P. Habib Distinguished 
Speakers Series on Peace, Conflict 
and Global Politics in the 21st 
Century 

Guest speaker: TBA 

SGW Campus, 5 p.m. 


Political Science Alumni Reunion 
Join former professors and classmates in 
political science for a reunion cocktail. 
SGW Campus, 7 p.m. 


Journalism Chapter Cocktail 

Join former professors, fellow reporters 
Elelemtelidelemielmdal-mteler-) m-raae)anmelimaars 
Worle 

Location TBA, 7 p.m. 


Engineering & Computer Science 
Alumni Chapter Launch 

Catch up with former professors and 
classmates at the inaugural party for 
the Concordia Engineering & Computer 
Science Alumni Chapter. 

Location and time TBA 


27 - OcroBER 3 





Friday, October 1 


Fine Arts Open House 

Featuring art exhibitions, performances 
and the Homecoming Film Festival. 
SGW Campus, all day 


The Shuffle — 

Raising Dollars for Scholars 

Be a part of the 15th edition of this 
great Concordia tradition. The annual 
walkathon between campuses is a fun- 
filled event that has raised more than 
$500,000 for student scholarships over 
the years. 

SGW Campus, 1 p.m. 


Portraits of Success — 

30 Who Have Made Us Proud 

The JMSB Alumni Chapter hosts a ban- 
quet in celebration of business graduates 
from Concordia, Loyola and Sir George. 
Ritz Carlton Hotel, 

1228 Sherbrooke St. W., 6:30 p.m. 


Varsity Chapter Hall of Fame 
Reunion 

A Varsity Chapter pinning ceremony 
elalome-recloacelamarelalolelaiar-maalcmel idler 
guished members of the Concordia 
Sports Hall of Fame. 

Loyola Campus, 7:30 p.m. 


Saturday, October 2 


Backfield BBQ Blitz 

Stir up the Stingers spirit at the pre- 
game BBO for alumni and friends. 
Loyola Campus, 11:30 a.m. 


Homecoming Cup Football Game 
Concordia Stingers vs. McGill Redmen 
Loyola Campus, 1 p.m. 








Toronto Troop Brunch 
STUlator-melaularcamaelar-llerealalm-lacstareliare 
Homecoming on the Toronto Chapter 
weekend package. 

Novotel Hotel, 1150 de la Montagne St., 
10 a.m. 


Sunday Mass — Blessing of the new 
academic year 

Concordia Multi-Faith Chaplaincy 
Loyola Chapel, 5 p.m. 


The following groups are planning 
reunion celebrations: 


4oth Anniversary — Loyola Class of ‘64 
soth Anniversary ~— Loyola Class of 54 


Sir George Williams Reunion honouring 


anniversary classes of 1949, 54, 59, 64, 
‘69 and’74 


if you are interested in attending an 
event for your class, sports team or 
student association, contact Shannon 
Labadie, (514) 848-2424 ext. 3885, 
homecoming@alumni.concordia.ca 


Class Directory — Sign up now! 
Concordia University is producing a 
Homecoming 2004 Anniversary Class 
Directory for the members of the 
Concordia, Loyola and SGW classes of 


54, '59, 64,69, '74, 79, 84, 89 and 89, 


‘94 and 99. 
Sign up online at homecoming.concordia.ca 





Varsity Alumni Games 

Varsity alumni re-unite for friendly 
games of hockey, basketball, touch 
football and rugby. Contact Recreation 
& Athletics at (514) 848-2424 ext. 3857. 


Phone: (514) 848-2424 ext. 4397 
Toll free: 1-888-777-3330 ext. 4397 
E-mail: 
homecoming@alumni.concordia.ca 


A complete schedule and registration 
form will be included in the September 
issue of Concordia University Magazine. 


on costs, registration 








For up-to-date event details and information 


and accommodations, v1S1 


tthe Homecoming 2004 website at: 








Some graduates in this listing 


have received more than one 
degree from Concordia, Sir George 
Williams and/or Loyola. These 
people are listed under their earli- 
est year of graduation. 


as 

Ray Baillie, S BA, and 
59 his wife, Diana Baillie, 
BA 78, MA 91, this September 
will publish the third book in 
their series Imprints: Discovering 
the Historic Face of English 
Quebec (Price- Patterson Ltd.). 
These books chronicle the 
presence and contribution of 
English- speakers to the 
province since the 1760s. 
Volume I dealt with Montreal 
and western Quebec, and vol- 
ume IT covered the Eastern 
Townships. Volume III looks at 
Quebec City and the eastern 
part of the province, where the 
English imprint has been vast 


and varied. Ray, a history 





teacher and department head at 
Chomedey Polyvalent High 
School, and Diana, a fiction 
writer, raised three children. 
When Ray retired in 1994, they 
embarked on this project, for 
which they have interviewed 
more than 300 people and Ray 
has photographed goo English 
landmarks. 


Goa 

Howard B. Ripstein, S 
60 BComm, has been pro- 
moted by Her Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth the Second, Queen of 
Canada and Sovereign Head of 
the most valuable order of St. 
John of Jerusalem, from 
Serving Brother (SBStJ) to 
Officer (OSt]), for his support 
of the St. John’s Ambulance 
Brigade in Canada. 


=a 

Reuben Spector, 5 BSc, 
64 received the Lifetime 
Career Achievement Award from 
the Canadian Plastics Industry 


Association Quebec Region. The 
award was presented at the asso- 
ciation’s annual gala, April 17, in 
Montreal. More than 4.00 people 
were in attendance as Reuben 
was recognized for his leader- 
ship, expertise and impact dur- 
ing 48 years of service in the 
plastics industry. He is national 
accounts manager for Nova 
Chemicals Corporation, a com- 
modity chemical company in 
Montreal. 


eee 

Kevin Johnson, L BA 
bf (econ.), last summer 
began working as a real estate 
agent for Royal Lepage in 
Pointe Claire, Que. He is mar- 
ried with two children and lives 


in Beaconsfield. 


=a 

‘0 Steve Lake, S BA 
(mktg.), is a pit boss (floor 

supervisor), overseeing Black 


Jack, roulette and Baccarat 
tables, for Caesars Palace Las 
Vegas hotel and casino. Steve is 
also president of his own public 
relations firm, Innovative Media 
Communications. He lives in Las 
Vegas with his wife, Caroline, a 
travel writer. "I'd be glad to be of 
assistance to any grads planning 
to visit Las Vegas.” 


stevelake2@cox.net 


Sharon H. Nelson, S BA, MA 
80, took part in a poetry reading, 
Communities: 3 Neighbourhood 
Poets, with fellow poets Carolyn 
Zonailo and Mark Featherstone, 
at Montreal's Coop la maison 
verte on April 20. Sharon has 
published nine books of poems, 
and has also written essays, plays 
and political analyses. 
aay 

lan Nielsen Jones, BA 


(econ.), received an MA in 


Sarah Dudley, BFA 94, has worked as a master printer in County Donegal, Ireland, since 2002. 
She has also helped set up another print workshop in Donegal, and was accepted to be the 
International Visiting Artist for one month, August 2003, at the Seacourt Print Workshop in 
Bangor, County Down, Northern Iretand. Sarah studied at the Tamarind Institute of Lithography 
in Albuquerque, N.M., from 1999 to 2001, as weil as the Ecole des Beaux-Arts de Nimes in 
Nimes, France. In May and June 2004, she travels to Germany to be the artist-in-residence at 
the Steindruck Miinchen print workshop in Munich. 1) Forbidden Fruit Series — Fig. 


After Nature, the exhibit by Henri Venne, MFA 99, is being shown at the Musée d’art contempo- 
rain de Montréal, May 6 to September 5. Henri’s art combines characteristics of photography 
and painting. For his first solo exhibition in a Quebec museum, he has produced a brand-new 
series of works. He has exhibited regularly in Quebec since 1994, in solo and group shows. 2) It 
Slips Away Eventually. 
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Vancouver artist Litian Broea, S BA 68, was awarded the Lorenzo il Magnifico gold medal at the 
2003 Florence Biennale international Exhibition in Florence, Italy, for her mosaic diptych Queen 
Esther’s Banquet. Lilian also received first prize in the Two Dimensional Category at the exhibi- 
tion Opus Veritas — Fragments of Truth, held at the Italian American Museum in San Francisco, p 
January 29 to April 4, for her mosaic Queen Esther Holding Evidence of Haman’s Guilt (3). Broca ! 
had a solo exhibition, the Queen Esther Series, at Vancouver's Sidney and Gertrude Zack 
Gallery, April 22 to May 24. litianbreca.com 


Susan Pepler, BFA 84, held an exhibition of her paintings, In the Garden/Dans le Jardin, at 
Montreal’s Galerie 1040, March 16-21. Her work has also been picked up by Montreal’s Galerie 
Borduas, including a series of paintings of teacups, and A.H. Campbell Gallery in Westmount, 


where large-scale paintings of vintage American cars from Cuba are featured. 4) Pontiac at 
the Port. susanpepler.com 





SN 


economics from McMaster 
University in 1972. He is presi- 
dent and CEO of Granada 
Empresarial, 8.A., a lottery com- 
pany based in the Dominican 
Republic. Jan lives in Niagara- 
on-the- Lake, Ont., and is mar- 
ried with three children. 


=| 

Gary Boire, L BA, writes, 
l2 “After Concordia, I went on 
to do my MA (974, and PhD 
(1979) at McMaster and have 
since then taught at the 
University of Auckland (1979- 
89) and Wilfrid Laurier (1989- 
2004), in the Department of 
English & Film Studies. On July 
1, I will become the Dean of 
Graduate and International 
Studies at Lakehead University.” 


Dominic Faccone, 5 BEng 
(civ. eng.), is president and CEO 
of Core Furnace Systems, an 
engineering firm in the iron and 


steel industry sectors, in 





Coraopolis, Penn. Dominic has 
been married since 1974, and has 
two daughters, both University 
of North Carolina-Chapel Hill 
graduates. “I've been away from 
Montreal since 1974, and have 
lived in Argentina and the 
States. [ enjoy keeping up with 
Concordia events. We recently 
purchased a townhouse on Nun's 
Island, where we expect to spend 


our summers once | retire.” 


30th Reunion 


Corinne Benedetti 
| Charette, L BEng, is 
deputy director and CIO of 
Fintrac, an Ottawa-based mar- 
ket research and technical ser- 
vices company. “| have just 
moved to Ottawa from Toronto. 
I am divorced and have two 
boys: Philippe, who is at McGill, 
and Marc~-Alain, who is in high 
school in Ottawa.” 


Larry Williams, MFA 90, exhibited at Montreal’s Wilder & Davis Gallery, March 19 to May 14, in the 
show Elements: Recent Works by Larry Williams & David Gillanders. The focal points of Larry's 
paintings are glacial landscapes, from his experiences of living in Inukjuak, an Inuit village on the 
east coast of Hudson Bay. He has exhibited across Canada and the U.S. 5) Glacial Residue. 


Jarmila Kavena, BFA (studio arts} 97, MFA (studio arts) @1, studied art in the Czech Republic 
before she came to Canada. She has won severai prizes for her multimedia work of encaustic 
paintings, prints, aluminum castings and objects from a foundry. Jarmila most recently exhibited 
at Maison de la culture de Gatineau in Gatineau, Que., March 12 to April 18, and will have an 
installation at the Engine Gallery in Toronto, July 1- 15, and at Maison de fa culture in Plateau 


Montréal in November. 6) Phantom. 





Frank Tingle, L BA (comm. 
arts), received a BEd in technical 
education in 2003 from the 
Ontario Institute for Studies in 
Education at University of 
Toronto. “After 20-plus years 
running graphics at Royal Bank 
in Toronto, I am now teaching 
grades 10, 11 and 12 communica- 
tion technology for the 
Dufferin-Peel Catholic District 
School Board in Mississauga, 
bringing my experience to the 
‘next generation’ and using 
many of the fundamentals | 
learned in Loyola's 
Communication Arts program. 
I’m married 30 years to Vicky 
Barberini, L BA 74, and we 
have two sons, one at York 
University and the other in grade 
11. My Radio Loyola contempo- 
raries were Mike Godin, Dan 
Phelan, Richard Paradis, Carole 
Carter and Andy Kuhn.” 





az 
{6 Murray Millett, 
BComm, is Vice- 


President, Finance, for 
Seamont Brokerage & 
Transport, a Montreal customs 
brokerage and freight forward - 
ing company. He lives in 
Pierrefonds, Que. “I’m now in 
my 25th year at Seamont. I 
joined TKE fraternity at Loyola 
in 1972 and still keep in touch 
with many. I would love to hear 
from former classmates!” 


murray@seamontbt.com 


Kathryn Noel, BA (soc.), 
received an MEd from Bishop's 
University in 1989 and a PhD in 
education from the University of 
Toronto in 1996. She is now an 
education professor at Nipissing 
University. Kathryn and her hus- 
band, who teaches at the 
University of Western Ontario, 
live in London. 
— 

Jan Conn, BSc, placed 
second in this year’s CBC 





A show by Juliana Espaiia Keller, BFA 00, MFA 03, was highlighted in the Montreal Mirror’s Best of 
2003 review of the city’s visual arts scene. The July-August 2003 show at Galerie Art Mir on St. 
Hubert St., A Standard Life, welcomed visitors with a photographic self-portrait image of the tat- 
tooed juliana in tennis apparel, silversshoes (7), in the gallery’s storefront window display. The 
show also included haunting videos. In September 2003, Juliana presented two video works at the 
Institute of Contemporary Art in Philadelphia, in conjunction with British video artist Gillian 
Wearing’s exhibition Mass Observation. in November 2003, she participated in Voila Québec in 
Mexico City, a cultural exchange project involving eight female artists from Canada who trans- 
formed their hotel rooms into art installations. Also in 2003, Keller curated the Trans-Species 
Coltective’s show at Montreal’s Belgo Building. Future exhibitions include a solo exhibition at 
Gallery McClure in Westmount in June and Muu Gallery in Helsinki, Finland, in September. 
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CLASS ACTS 


Literary Awards poetry category 
for her poem “Amazonia.” Jan 
works at the Wadsworth Center, 
part of the New York State 
Department of Health, in 
Albany, N.Y., and is an associate 
professor in the Biomedical 
Sciences Department at SUNY- 
Albany. She has published four 
books with Véhicule Press, 
including Beauties on Mad River: 
New and Selected Poems (2001). 


el 

Ann McCall, BFA, exhib- 
g ited her collograph prints 
in a three-person show, Trois 
visions d'espaces, at Montreal's 
Galerie Clair-Obscur in 
February. Ann's work also 
appeared in the Pratt & Whitney 
annual women’s exhibition, Les 


Femmeuses, in April. 


25th Reunion 


(9 Maurice Antonucci, 
BComm, writes, “After 
moving to Calgary in 1979 I 
worked in the oil and gas indus- 
try. Since 1995 I’ve been work- 
ing in the facilities manage- 
ment field with the occasional 
foray into property manage- 
ment and lease administration. 
In November 2003 I received 
my FMA (Facilities 
Management Administrator) 
designation. I’ve returned to 
Montreal many times since 
graduating and always look for- 
ward to visiting downtown and 
the new campus buildings. I’ve 
been married to Wendy 
Fitzgibbon for 23 years and we 
have one daughter, Jessica.” 


aay 

Patricia Abbott, BA 
BT (journ.), was recently 
awarded the Ordre du Mérite 
choral from the Alliance des 
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chorales du Québec, for her 
more than 20 years of contribu- 
tion to the development of 
choral music in the province. Pat 
is the executive director of the 
Association of Canadian Choral 
Conductors, and conducts the 
English Montreal School Board 
Chorale and the Chorale du Gest 
women’s choir. She is also an 
artist-in-residence at FACE 
School in Montreal and is in 
demand as a choral music clini- 
cian and adjudicator across 
Canada and abroad. 


Thomas Bachelder, BA, was 
recently appointed as viniculture 
manager at Le Clos Jordan, a new 
winery in Canada’s Niagara 
Peninsula designed by world- 
renowned architect Frank Gehry. 
Thomas has more than 10 years of 
professional experience that 
started in his native Montreal and 
then took him to Burgundy, 
France, and to the U.S. “It’s an 
opportunity of a lifetime to work 
for such a prestigious and for- 


ward-thinking new winery.” 


ret 

? Nabil Naccache, BCSc, 
6 MCSc 84, recently joined 
semiconductor manufacturer 
Texas Instruments in Toronto, as 
a product engineering manager. 
He is also founder and a director 
of BeaconWave Consulting. Nabil 
is married with two children and 
lives in Mississauga. 


beaconwave.com 


20th Reunion 


Rami Naccache, 
BComm, is a controller 
for a distribution company in 
Montreal. He is divorced with 
two girls and lives in Ville St. 
Laurent, Que. 
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i James Briffett, 

BComm, is married and 
lives in Rigaud, Que. “I’m 
working on a BA in English lit- 
erature at Concordia on a part- 
time basis. I have been with 
Clariant (Canada) Inc. Global, a 
Swiss- based specialty chemical 
company in St. Laurent, for 15 
years, the past eight as a finan- 
cial analyst.” 


Luc Beauchemin, BFA, per- 
formed with his chamber- music 
quartet, Quatuor Alcan, at the 
Centre d'Art de Richmond in 
Richmond, Que., April 17. 
Quatuor Alcan, with Luc on alto 
violin, violinists Laura Andriani 
and Nathalie Camus, and cellist 
David Ellis, are touring Quebec 


for their 15th anniversary. 


Mark Shainblum, BA 
(English), writes, “I had a very 
big year in 2003. I turned 40 in 
April and in November married 
my one true love, Andrea. 
Simultaneously, I served as 
president of SF Canada, 


Canada’s national association of 


KUDOS, 


Sir John Daniel, MA 96, has been appointed 
president and CEO of the Commonwealth of Learning 
in Vancouver. He had been assistant director-general 
for education at UNESCO. A graduate of the universi- 
ties of Oxford and Paris, Sir John’s academic career 
began at Ecole Polytechnique in Montreal. He became 
Vice- Rector, Academic, at Concordia in 1980, and 

" president of Laurentian University in 1984. Sir John 

held the position of Vice-Chancellor of the UK Open University 

from 1990-2001, where he significantly increased the school’s 
enrolment and quality. He was knighted by Queen Elizabeth for 
services to higher education in 1994. He is also author of Mega- 

Universities and Knowledge Media: Technology Strategies for Higher 

Education (Kogan Page, 1996). 


| Gwen Tolbart, BA (journ.) 9s, a weather anchor 
| and news reporter at WITC Fox 5 TV in Washington, 
D.C., received a 2004, Voices Against Violence Award 
j on April 17 from the Empower Program, which works 
with youth to end the culture of violence. Gwen was 
acknowledged for her overall, continued positive 
work with young people. 


science fiction and fantasy 
authors, and after many years as 
a science fiction editor and 
comic book writer, published 
my first prose short fiction 
story, “Endogamy Blues,” in the 
anthology Island Dreams: 
Montreal Writers of the Fantastic 
(Véhicule Press).” 
northguard.com/mbs/ 


15th Reunion 


Tess Fragoulis, BA, MA 

99, is a part-time English 
instructor at Concordia and 
author of Stories to Hide from Your 
Mother (1997) and Ariadne’s 
Dream (2002). She is the editor 
of the recently released Musings: 
An Anthology of Greek-Canadian 
Literature (Véhicule Press). 
eS 

Yvan Cournoyer, 
! BComm (fin.), is a senior 
buyer of natural and organic 
products for Organic Foods 
Supermarket in Austin, Tex. 


Mario Guillemette, EMBA, 


is president of Group Cabico, a 
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cabinet manufacturer in Ayer’s 
Cliff, Que. He is married with 


one child and lives in 


Beaconsfield, Que. 


Jennifer Rae, BFA (art hist.), 
graduated in bioethics from the 
University of Toronto in 1999, 
where she was the recipient of the 
Canadian Scholars’ Press Award 
for Outstanding Achievement in 
Bioethics in 1998. In 2004 she 
completed her MD degree from 
McMaster University, and is now 
in residency in family medicine. 
Jennifer is the author of two chil- 
dren’s books, Gilbert de la frog- 
ponde (1997) and Dog Tales 
(i998). 


Keba Amadou Sow, BAdmin 
(fin. & gen. admin.), a native of 
Senegal, received a Diploma in 
Management from McGill in 
1993 and a Certified Management 
Accountant designation in 1998. 
"[ am now regional director of a 
multinational corporation in the 
telecom sector, based in South 
Africa, and I do extensive travel- 
ling. am married and have three 
children, Chekbia, Nawal and 
Ahmad.” 


John Vidmar, BSc (biol.), MSc 
(biol.) 93, lives in Edmonton. “I 
received a PhD in biology 
(botany) from the University of 
British Columbia in 1999. I then 
worked for two years at INRA in 
Montpellier, France, on a post- 
doctorate degree. | am nowa 
research scientist/program 
leader of biotechnology for the 
agricultural fibres unit of the 
Alberta Research Council. My 
research is in the use of cereal 
straw, hemp and flax. I married 
Claudine Charlery, GrDip 
(trans.) 92, in 1995, and our first 


child was born in 1997. We are 
currently expecting our second 
child (in June).” 


Eee 

Helen Kulbers, BA, lives 
I] in Lod, Israel. “If there are 
any Concordia grads in Israel, 
feel free to contact me.” 


hkulbers@yahoo.ca 


es | 

Asif Ali, BComm, isa 
q2 financial planning spe- 
cialist for financial consulting 
firm Smith Barney in Boca 
Raton, Fla. Asif and his wife, 
Sumaya, have two children, 


Zane and Jaden. 


Raymond Beauchemin, MA, 
is the foreign editor at the 
Montreal Gazette. His new book, 
Salut! The Quebec Microbrewery 
Beer Cookbook (Véhicule Press), 
offers recipes, a history of beer 
in Quebec and other beer tid- 
bits. Ray is a recipient of the 
Quill & Tankard Prize for Food 
Writing from the North 
American Guild of Beer Writers. 
vehiculepress.com/salut/ 


Kim Boudreau, BA (psych.), 
lives in Rolling Meadows, III. 
She runs her own company, 
Time 2b Fit Personal Training, 
providing in-home health and 


fitness training. 


Sie 
Q} Michael Armstrong, BA 
(poli. sci.), and GrDip 
(journ.) 95, is a Montreal jour- 
nalist. He has worked for CBC 
Radio and Global TV Quebec, 
and since 2002 has been the 
Quebec correspondent for 
Global TV’s Global National with 
Kevin Newman. Mike was in 
Haiti in February during that 
country's political upheaval, 


and among a group of 11 jour- 


nalists who were pulled over by 
roving gangs and seriously 
threatened before being 
allowed to leave, an incident 
covered by the Toronto Star, 
February 28. 


10th Reunion 


Carolyn Gammon, MA, 

has co-written Zweimal 
Verfolgt/Twice Persecuted 
(Metropol Verlag) with 
Christiane Hemker. The book 
recounts the harrowing story of 
Johanna Krause, a native of 
Dresden, Germany, who, as a 
Jew, was persecuted by the 
Nazis and then again, under 
East German rule, by the 
Communists. A concentration 
camp survivor, Johanna 
remained in Dresden, only to 
learn that anti-Semitism under 
the Communists was no better. 


Fortunately, Johanna lived long 
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In MemorlamM 


Hyman William Harris, § BComm 50, died February 7 in 
Montreal. Hyman was a chartered accountant and lectured at McGill 
University. In 1962, he co-founded the Toronto-based accounting 
firm Roll Harris & Associates. Hyman was also a member of the 
board of governors of Dynamic Mutual Funds, with which he was 
associated for more than 40 years. 


enough to see some justice, 
after the fall of the wall. The 
book is currently available only 
in German, and the writers are 
looking for an English publish- 
er. metropol-verlag.de. 


Susie Grondin, BFA (film pro- 
duction), is a producer for 
Nelvana, a children’s and family 
entertainment company in 
Toronto. “I have worked on kids’ 
shows such as Miss Spider's 
Sunnypatch Kids and Rolie Polie 
Olie, which was nominated for 
another Daytime Emmy Award! I 
am still with John Ellis, BFA 93, 
a director of development for an 
Internet-based broadcast com- 
pany. In my spare time, | train 
for triathlons.” 


Karen Kitto, BFA (drama 
ed.), received a BEd from the 
University of Western Ontario 


in 1995. “Beginning in 1996, I 


Arnold Maizen, 5 BA 71, died in Kingston, Ont., on November 
20, 2003. Arny also received an MLS degree from McGill (1973). He 
is survived by his wife, Evelyn. 


Morris Bakerman, MSc 76, Cert (ed. tech.) 86, died January 14, 
in Sutton, Que. Morrie also had a BSc from McGill University (1.966) 
and a teaching certificate from Macdonald College (1967). He taught 
for 37 years, and spent the last 14, years of his career at Royal West 
Academy in Montreal, where he was a popular science/biology and 
photography teacher. He retired in 2000 and then moved to the 
Eastern Townships to devote himself to fine art landscape photogra- 
phy. Donations in Morrie’s memory can be made to the English 
Montreal School Board- Royal West Academy-M. Bakerman Fund, 
and his photography can be seen at Arts Sutton. He was 58. 


Glen Mayville, BComm 81, died April 16 in Calgary. Glen, a 
Quebec City native, spent the last 23 years in Calgary. He first articled 
with Deloitte’s and worked for Pinnacle Resources and Seventh 
Energy. He is survived by his companion, Linda Cantlay. Glen was 49. 
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taught overseas (in Colombia, 
Istanbul, the Netherlands and 
Beirut) and studied in France 


for the past year and a half 
(immediately after getting mar- 
ried, in August 2002, to Michael 
Collins of Charlottetown — 
although we met in Istanbul). 
Mike and I moved to Chicago in 
February. I'll be happily back to 
teaching once the paperwork 
gets sorted. Any Concordia 
grads in Chicago? Would love to 
hook up for coffee and/or a 
glass of wine.” 


klynnkitto@yahoo.com 


Robert Winters, BFA, writes, 
“Since graduating from the uni- 
versity, | completed the graphic 
design course at Collége Inter- 
Dec in Montreal, then was 
accepted to the Master Printer 
Training Programme at the 
Tamarind Institute of 
Lithography in Albuquerque, 
N.M. During the second year, 
the two apprentices work under 
the supervision of Tamarind’s 
master printer, and collaborate 
with invited artists who produce 
a number of lithograph editions. 
The apprentices are responsible 
for printing the editions after 
the artist has gone. Robert 
Bigelow, who was the head of 
Concordia’s print department 
while I was a student there, is 
also a graduate of this program 
and is the one who inspired me 
to go there.” 
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Tamara Smayda, BEd 
Q5 (TESL), lives in Castlegar, 
B.C. “I'm finally going to go and 
do it: it’s off to Japan to teach 
for a year. Castlegar is in such 
an economic slump I’m afraid it 
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Just might slip off and float 
away down the Columbia River. 
I was hired through the city hall 
of Trail, B.C., and the school 
district here in the Kootenays. 
I'll be teaching grades 4 to 6 in 
Tsukui, a remote mountain 
town (Trail’s sister city). Let’s 
just hope that I come back all 
rich and multilingual and ful- 
filled professionally.” 


ia 

Tara Black, BA (TESL), 
Q/ writes, “I teach children 
with special needs in an inner 
city school outside of Boston 
(Lowell Public Schools). J am 
married (we went back to 
Montreal to do it in style!) and 


we are expecting our first child!” 


[eens | 

Chris Di Raddo, BA 
Q8 (comm. studs. & journ.), 
was featured in the January 8 
Noisemakers 2004, issue of the 
Montreal Mirror newspaper. 
Chris, a Montreal publicist, had 
two of his stories published in 
Quickies 3, the latest in the popu- 
lar fiction anthology from 
Arsenal Pulp Press. Di Raddo is 
now working on his first novel, a 
non-linear story about a gay man 
starting a new relationship while 
dealing with the imminent death 
of a family member, and his first 
short film, about romantic rela- 
tionships between gay franco- 
phones and anglophones. 


Sth Reunion 


Kari Colpitts, BGomm 
(acct.), works at Suncor 
Oil and Gas in Calgary as a 
financial derivatives accounting 
specialist. “At Concordia I was 


on the women’s hockey 
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Commerce Games team. I’m 


getting married soon.” 


Neil Simmerman, BSc, recently 
returned from southern India, 
where he completed a hands-on, 
two-month clerkship in interna- 
tional health as part of his last year 
as a student in the Ben-Gurion 
University of the Negev Faculty of 
Health Sciences Medical School 
for International Health in collab- 
oration with Columbia University 
Medical Center. After completing 
medical school in May, Neil 
entered a residency program in 
obstetrics and gynecology at New 
York Presbyterian Hospital in 
New York City. 


Sa 

Efstathia Karavasilis, 
ly BComm (fin.), is a per- 
sonal financial services repre- 
sentative for the Royal Bank of 
Canada in Montreal. 


aa 
)? Nadia Capogreco, 
BComm, is supervisor and 


production flow analyst for Lady 
Sandra of Canada, a textiles 
company in St. Léonard, Que. 


She is married with one child. 


joel Fishbane, BA (creative 
writing), wrote and directed the 
play The Bed Trick, which pre- 
miered May 13 at the Pumpkin 
Theatre in Montreal. Joel's pre- 
vious plays include The Yichud 
Room, which kicked off the 
Alumnae Theatre’s New Ideas 
Festival in Toronto, An Act of 
God and Rhapsody. 


Brian Willoughby, BA 

(psych.), writes, “I am now in my 
second year of an MSc-PhD pro- 
gram in child/family clinical psy- 





chology at the University of 
Miami, Fila. I received a tuition 
scholarship and a TA, and last 
May, I was awarded a doctoral 
fellowship from SSHRC: $76,000 
over four years. They are funding 
my research on young, gay men 
and their unique family experi- 
ences. I live on South Beach, four 
blocks from the water — it’s 
amazing. See: a Con U grad can 


make it in this world!” 


Ss 

Scott MacLeod, BFA, 
03 and photographer Monica 
Tatjana Gotz held an exhibition, 
Central Park Two Views, at the 
Arsenal Gallery in New York, 
April 29 to June 10. Scott's oil 
on Masonite sketches for the 
show were based on Gotz’s pho- 
tographs. Scott is a Montreal 
artist. macleod9.com 


Jawad Hussain Qureshi, 
GrDip (SCPA), writes, “I have 
been accepted at the Institute of 
Asian Research at the University 
of British Columbia for an MA in 
Asia Pacific Policy Studies (gov- 
ernance and human rights). Ill 
be moving to Vancouver over the 
summer. Any help from fellow 
grads in settling in would be 
appreciated.” 


Jawad_H_Qureshi@yahoo.com 


Kevin Rechil, BComm (fin.), is 
sales manager for Ontario and 
Manitoba for A. E. Petsche Co., 
the world’s largest distributor of 
high-performance electronics 
for the aerospace and defence 
industry, in Toronto. “I’m man- 
aging the existing customer 
base, meeting sales/growth tar- 
gets, and analyzing industry/ter- 
ritory trends.” 


NOTIce 


is hereby given that the 


Concordia University Alumni Association 
will hold its 


Annual General Meeting 


at 6 p.m. on Wednesday, September 15, 2004 


The meeting is held for the purpose of receiving reports and 
the election of the 2004-2005 board of directors and executive. 


Faculty Club Lounge 
Sir George Williams Cam pee 
H-767, Henry F. Hall Building, 1455 de Maisonneuve W. 


RS.V.P. Sophia Wolkowicz, (514) 848-2424 ext. 3818 
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2004 Summer Program 


Institute of Management and 
Community Development 


june 14 - 18 


The Summer Program of Concordia’s 
Institute of Management and Community 
Development brings more than 800 
people annually from across North 
America and the global south and those 
in the nonprofit sector, and links them 
with funders, policymakers, researchers 
and government and corporate leaders. 





Over the past 10 years, thousands of 
people have come from all parts of the 
world to teach techniques in community 





development, affirm skills, generate will and sustain action for social 
change. 








More than 80 sessions are offered each year in English and French. 
Topics include fundraising training, board development, evaluation 
techniques and other tools to help build powerful, inclusive community- 
based organizations; leadership skills; community economic development 
and programs to address needs for affordable housing; environmental 


activism; and ways to increase citizen participation. 











KeeP Inn 


TOUCH 


If you don’t, how will we know? 


To send us a change of address or to have information about yourself 
appear in Class Acts, please send this form or write the Office of University 
Advancement & Alumni Relations, 1455 de Maisonneuve Blvd. W., 

FB-520, Montreal, Qc. H3G 1M8, or send a fax to (514) 848-2826, or 
e-mail us at alumni@alcor.concordia.ca. 


Name 


Degree/year/ program 














Home address 


Telephone 
Check box if this is anew address [J 
lf you continued studies, where? | 


What subject? 






Degree(s) and year(s) 


rt 
Name of employer pe 
Business address EX: 


Business telephone 







Your company’s business 


- as 
Pi - zc = a 


Your position and what you do 












Married? Children? 
E-mail 


News and comments 


| would like to volunteer for 
Homecoming LJ Committees [J 


Mentor Chapter work 
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With a laugh 


BY PHILIP FINe 


Montreal freelance writer Philip Fine, BFA 
86, GrDip 94, recounts how for him and his 
wife, Stephanie DeBono, laughs, and not 
tears, pervaded the first two weeks of being 
with their daughter, Hailey Gemma Yi. 

hen we were in China last 
Ww summer, our newly adopted 
daughter, Hailey, would wake up in the 
crib next to our bed every morning. 
Like a periscope, the 13-month-old 
would pop her head up and look around 
at her new parents. And every morning, 
all through our two-week adventure, we 
would laugh. 

Before we left from home, we thought 
the trip would be full of precious, solemn 
moments. After all, our first child would 
soon be put in our arms and our lives 
would be forever changed. We even 
needlessly included in our two enormous 
suitcases a 10-pack of pocket Kleenex. 

Sure, there were a few tears. But 
mostly we laughed. 

While we could now wax poetic about 
how cozy we felt as a new family and the 


It started 
with currency. 
We had taken 
with us 
Japanese yen 
instead of 
Chinese yuan. 
It continued 
with slapstick. 
On our first 
night, we sat 
down to noo- 
dles and cur- 
ried squid ona 
skewer. But when Stephanie tried to pull 
the fish off, spice squirted into her eye. 
She was wearing contact lenses and had 
no cleaning solution — and it burned. 
After a bit of bottled water and persever- 
ance, the crisis ended. 

New-parent fear also provided laughs. 
We decided to take a stroll on our own, in 
the bustling city of Guangzhou. With the 
baby in a Snuggli, we saw six lanes of 
non-stop traffic separating us from the 
market we wanted to check out. A group 


adopted August 31, 2003. 


MaYB€ iT was Because THe HUMOUL 


was CMBEDDED In an IMPOrTantT time 
toat THe FUNNY DETAILS sricx. 
LiKe TICE TO a BABY BLANKET. 


way a tired Hailey would fall deeply into 
our arms, there was nothing that could 
beat the humour. Our memories are 
coloured as much by the moment Hailey 
was put in our arms, thinner than her 
seven-month-old picture and wearing a 
cotton dress and pink plastic sandals, as 
by the funny image, from an hour earli- 
er, of 19 excited Quebecers, walking 
along the wide airport concourse, stacks 
of luggage and wrapped strollers in tow 
— a parade of sorts. 


| june lide issue 


of hand -holding youngsters, led by an 
eight-year-old, went ahead of us. As they 
snaked across the street, missing a bus 
by inches, they kept on waving back at 
us. We never did cross. 

We laughed at how we thought we had 
made useful diplomatic preparations. 
The more reserved Chinese do not take 
easily to being touched, we read. But we 
experienced the opposite at a favourite 
outdoor market. Vendors tugged at our 
sleeves, put a friendly arm around us and 
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Philip Fine, Stephanie DeBono and their daughter, Hailey, born July 30, 2002, and 





yelled after us by our first names. And we 
laughed at cultural confusions, like the 
picky eater from Cape Cod asking for 
“chicken fingers,” with her waitress 
slowly realizing she was not referring to 
actual chicken fingers. 

Other funny bits, like having to mix 
baby formula with a swizzle stick at the 
hotel room’s minibar or discovering that 
a couple of days earlier we had eaten 
snake — and loved it — still play around 
in our heads. 

Maybe it was because the humour was 
embedded in an important time that the 
funny details stick, like rice to a baby 
blanket. 

On our second day with Hailey, when 
she was still looking a bit stunned from 
all the changes, we were swinging her in 
front of the mirror. Close up and then 
back. She smiled for the first time in 
front of us. Back with her in Montreal, 
one day we were goofing around, tossing 
a pair of socks at her. She let out what | 
believe were her first belly laughs. 

Laughing was part of our trip and now 
seems to be a measure of Hailey’s inte- 
gration. Aside from its ability to con- 
nect her to us, laughing is also connect- 
ing her to the rest of this world that, for 
all its perils, can sometimes be a very 
funny place. ® 
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They’re all profiting from their connections. 


You can too! 





Pablo Misas, BFA 01 Hana Gartner, L BA 68 


John Kopanas, BEng 03 


When these alumni graduated, they automatically became 
members of the Concordia University Alumni Association. 


That gives them access to a growing number of advantages, services and opportunities, all of which you, 
as a Concordia graduate, can also enjoy. As a graduate, you get preferential rates on life and general insur- 
ance. You can profit from your connections to the university by participating in alumni events held across 
the country and around the world, just for fun or for the networking benefits participation brings. You 
can remain informed about the Concordia community through the alumni website or Concordia 
University Magazine. You can participate in the online mentor program. And much more. Make sure 
you're profiting from your connections. 


To learn more or to update your contact information, visit alumni.concordia.ca, or call 


(514) 848-2424 ext. 4856 or 1-888-777-3330. 


Concordia University 
Alumni Association 








When Linda’s husband died suddenly, she had 
to get a second job just to keep the house. 


= 


et ae: 
FACT: More than 15% of Canadians between the 
ages of 35 and 55 don’t have any life insurance.’ 


It’s 100% of their dependents who FACT: 


Sou Or-bel-lol- Wan oi amen ole bar-beler= 
are really at risk. 


represents only 2.4% of household 

Life insurance is for the living. Your life insurance could be all estate planning. *** 

that stands between your loved ones and a lifetime of need. You 

see, it's not really insurance ...it's groceries, utility payments, Life insurance is an affordable way to 

clothes, car maintenance, loan payments, rent or mortgage ... maintain your family’s net worth after you’ve 
in fact, it’s everything that your family depends on you for passed away. 


right now. Consider all the payments you make on a monthly basis. 


FACT: The death rate of Canadians between Perhaps you have a mortgage, outstanding credit card balances, 
the ages of 30 and 49 is 5.8 per 1,000. car loans or student loans. If you passed away and your family 
; cashed in your assets (home, RRSP’s and other investments) to 
If you were one of the 5.8, could your family j4) all you owe, what would be left? Would it be enough to 
cope financially without you? 


provide them with a suitable lifestyle? Think about it. 
The unthinkable can happen. Don’t let your family's story be a 
tragic one. For their security and for your own peace of mind, | Thinking ahead and purchasing insurance could 
find out more about the valuable and affordable Term Life, make all the difference for your family’s 
Major Accident Protection and Income Protection coverage financial security. 
designed for alumni of Concordia University. 


For information and a mail-in Application that you can complete in the privacy of your own home, 
call Manulife Financial (the underwriter) toll-free at: 1 888 913-6333 
Monday through Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. ET, Week 
or e-mail us at: am_service@manulife.com cOVRBAGE 


Underwritten by: Recommended by: 


[! Manulife Financial ig Concordia 


UNIVERSITY 


The Manufacturers Life tnsurance Company Real education for the real world 


* 


According to the Canadian Ownership Report, A Benchmark for the 21st Century (2000) by LIMRA International, Canadians aged 35 to 55 have an average of 3.6 times their annual income in life insurance coverage, while 
Canadians aged 55 to 64 have only 2.4 times their annual income in coverage. 25% of all Canadian households have no life insurance at all, while 16.5% of Canadians aged 35 to 55 do not own any life insurance coverage. 
** Statistics Canada, Death 1998 — Report 84F0211XPB. 

*** Investor Economics — The Household Balance Sheet Report - 2001 Edition. 





